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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, September 19, 1975 





St. Louis, Missouri 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Lambert Field. September 12, 1975 


[Eprror’s Norte. The President was asked by a reporter if 
he was wearing a bulletproof vest. The President re- 
sponded as follows:] 

THE PresweNT. The security precautions that are 
taken, it seems to me that that is something that should 
not be disclosed. 

Q. Do you have any reflections a week after that inci- 
dent in Sacramento? Did you think about it? 

THE PreswwenT. First, I am very grateful for the fine 
action taken by the Secret Service, that I was not—I 
really have not had time to think about it. 

Q. Those House documents—how serious a matter is 
that? 

THE PresweENT. Which ones are you referring to? 

Q. The ones that you have asked the House to obtain, 
the House committee. 

THE PRESENT. What we did there was to give these 
documents to a House committee on the basis that they 
would abide by an agreement as to what would be re- 
leased and what would not. Unfortunately, the commit- 
tee took action that did not coincide with the agreement 
that we had with the committee. And as long as we feel 
that we had a good faith agreement and it was breached 
then I think that we have proper action in requesting 
a return. 

Q. Will Governor Reagan be acceptable as a running 
mate? 

THE PREsIDENT. We are all in the Republican Party, 
and that will be a decision made by the convention. 

Q. One question, Mr. President. Your policy on de- 
control of oil prices has caused much concern among area 
service station dealers, and, in fact, they are afraid big 
oil is going to run them out of business and are going to 
picket today. 


Tue Present. Not under my plan would that hap- 
pen. We have requested the Congress that if there was 
decontrol, that the Congress pass legislation which pro- 
tects the independent dealer as we have requested legisla- 
tion to protect the small independent refiner. 

The Congress has an obligation to pass such legisla- 
tion, and, in the meantime, we are working with the var- 
ious majors to have them in good faith continue their 
working relationship that they have with small dealers, 
and I think they will. 

Reporter. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


St. Louis, Missouri 


The President’s Interview With Julius Hunter of 
KMOX-TV, Robert Hardy of KMOX Radio, 
Richard Dudman of the St. Louis Post Dispatch, 
and John Flack of the St. Louis Globe Democrat. 
September 12, 1975 


Mr. Hunter. Welcome to “Newsmakers.” I am Julius 
Hunter. 

My guest today is the most consistent and most recog- 
nized newsmaker in the world. President Gerald Ford is 
in St. Louis to attend a White House Conference on 
Domestic and Economic Affairs. The conference is billed 
as a town meeting, a chance for the President and the 
members of his Administration to exchange views with the 
citizens of St. Louis. 

Joining me in the questioning of Mr. Ford today are 
Richard Dudman, chief Washington correspondent of the 
St. Louis Post Dispatch, Jack Flack, political editor of 
the St. Louis Globe Democrat, and Bob Hardy, director 
of special events for KMOX Radio. 


Mr. President, welcome to St. Louis, and thank you for 
making this your first stop. 
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QUESTIONS 


THE PRESIDENT’S SAFETY 


Our first question concerns a matter of major concern 
to the vast majority of Americans; that is, your personal 
safety. It is a frightening fact that a President of the 
United States would have to wear a bulletproof vest, and 
we wonder whether this is going to become standard 
hardware, standard issue from the White House for future 
American Presidents and yourself? We also wonder 
whether or not you feel that in the interest of national 
security, world security, you should modify your cam- 
paign style? 

THE PRESENT. Julius, let me say at the outset I don’t 
think I should discuss whether I wear or don’t wear—or 
whether I do something or don’t do something that in- 
volves the security. 

The Secret Service makes recommendations. I feel an 
obligation to follow their recommendations. But to iden- 
tify, Julius, what I am doing or why I am doing it, in- 
volving security, I think makes security that much more 
difficult. 

As to my desire to meet people when I come to either 
St. Louis or in New Hampshire, where I was yesterday, 
I feel it is important for the American people to have an 
opportunity to see firsthand, close up, their President. 

In any job, you know, there is a risk of some kind. I 
feel that you have to balance or weigh the risks as to my 
own personal security against what is a very important 
aspect of our political life in America. 

It is helpful for me to meet with the people, shake 
hands with them, get their questions, and it is just as 
important for them to have me say hello or to answer 
their questions. 

So, as I put the alternatives or the contending argu- 
ments on the scales, it seems to me that what is good for 
the country overbalances anything else. 

Q. We can see that your vest today that we can see 
matches your suit and is quite attractive. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you. 


THE PRESIDENTS SCHEDULE 


Q. Mr. President, you séem to be doing more than 
just meeting the American people, though. You are actu- 
ally campaigning at a breakneck speed, with the election 
still 14 months away. You seem to be campaigning as if 
it is going to happen next week. Why are you doing that? 
Are you afraid of Ronald Reagan as a possible rival? I’d 
like to ask you, also, if you think this is a wise use of your 
time when there are so many problems of Government 
bearing on you? 

Tue Preswent. I will answer the last question first. I 
work a minimum of 12 hours a day, and usually it is 14, 
and the odd times that I take out to come to St. Louis, 
to New Hampshire, do not in any way whatsover inter- 


fere with the conducting of White House business by me 
as President. 

I have an excellent staff. They prepare the options for 
me to make decisions. I have ample time to read and to 
study. So, when I come to St. Louis, or Kansas City, 
where I am going, or New Hampshire yesterday, it in 
no way whatsoever interferes with the responsibilities I 
have, which are the highest, of being President of the 
United States. 

Now, I don’t consider coming to St. Louis a campaign 
effort. I didn’t go to New Hampshire yesterday for my- 
self. I went there for the purpose of trying to elect a 
Republican candidate for the United States Senate. 

Governor Reagan had been there the night before. 
That was not for me, but for him or for our party’s 
candidate. So, any personal campaigning has been mini- 
mal. The aim and objective of coming here is to appear 
on this program, to attend a White House Conference, 
to help the Republican Party in Missouri and Kansas 
City. I don’t consider it a personal campaign effort. 


RONALD REAGAN 


Q. Mr. Dudman also asked you another question, and 
that is regarding Mr. Reagan and your possible fear of 
his candidacy. 

THE PrEsweENT. Julius, I like competition in the po- 
litical arena. Governor Reagan has not announced as 
a candidate yet. He has indicated either personally or 
through one of his representatives that he may some time 
in November. 


Governor Reagan was a fine Governor of the State 
of California. Until he announces his candidacy, I am 
assuming that I am the only Republican candidate, and 
I will welcome any competition. I love it. 


CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT 


Q. Mr. President, with the seeming inability of Gov- 
ernment to solve the Nation’s critical problems—oil, en- 
ergy, the economy, growing Federal spending—and the 
seeming preoccupation with intelligence probes and pay 
raises and recesses, what can be done to restore con- 
fidence, believability, and credibility in Government? 

Tue Preswent. There are a number of things that 
I think can be helpful. There isn’t any one thing that will 
answer the perplexing problem that you have posed. 

I happen to believe that a President traveling around 
the country, meeting people, is one way. The alternative 
for a President is to sit in seclusion in the Oval Office. I 
don’t think that adds to the credibility or improves or 
enhances the public impression of Washington. 

On the other hand, I think the Congress, which is an 
integral part of our Government, one of the three major 
branches, has an opportunity to also project itself and 
to improve its credibility by the work that it does, the 
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answers that it gives, and its efforts to meet firsthand the 
American people. 

There are some substantive matters that have to be 
solved that would enhance the credibility of the Govern- 
ment as such. We are making slow progress, but I think 
constructive progress, out of the recession. Employment 
has gone up by about 1.5 million in the last 5 months, 
even though the unemployment statistic is still too high. 

We are making headway in meeting the challenge of 
inflation. It is half now what it was a year ago. It is not 
good enough. We are going to have to do better. But as 
we move forward in meeting the challenge of our econ- 
omy, that will enhance our Government’s credibility with 
214 million people. 

Also, energy must be solved, and this is probably the 
most frustrating domestic problem that I have faced. 
Having submitted a plan, a comprehensive program, to 
make the United States invulnerable against foreign oil 
cartels in January, I hate to admit it, but the Congress has 
done nothing affirmative either on their plan—if they 
have one—or on my plan, which I submitted. 

I think the American people are frustrated in this area, 
and our credibility as a Government is harmed. [ still 
think we can do something here, but we have to achieve 
this improved credibility two ways—by people in Govern- 
ment appearing to be human and by having the Govern- 
ment do things affirmatively. 

Q. Mr. Flack. 


VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER 


Q. Mr. President, the latest poll shows that Nelson 
Rockefeller is not doing too well in the form of popularity. 
I wonder if you’d give us some thoughts on the polls and 
how much faith you have in him and whether Rockefeller 
continues to go this way that he won’t be your running 
mate the next time around? 

THE Present. Of course, you recognize the final de- 
cision as for myself as the Republican candidate and the 
Vice Presidential candidate will be made by the delegates 
to the Republican Convention. 

I am, of course, interested in the polls, both personally 
as well as concerning any other individual for President 
or Vice President, but I don’t think that should be the 
sole criteria. 

I believe that a candidate for President or Vice Presi- 
dent must be either approved or disapproved on the job 
that is done. If a President does a good job, even though 
the immediate public opinion polls may not be favorable, 
I think the delegates ought to approve him, and the same 
for Vice President. 

Now, in the case of Nelson Rockefeller, I picked him 
because he had done a fine job in New York State. He 
has done far better as Vice President than I could possi- 
bly have expected. He is a hard worker. He is a good team 
player. He has got a vast amount of experience. I think 


those attributes will be watched, and the delegates will 
respond to them at the Republican Convention. So, based 
on performance and expectations, I would assume that 
the delegates would probably nominate him. 

Q. If I may interpret, as we so-called political experts 
do, that sounds sort of like an endorsement for the Vice 
President. 

Tue Presiwent. Well, I certainly have to endorse the 
job he has done, no question about it. 


BLACK AMERICANS 


Q. Mr. President, in your speech to the National Bap- 
tist Convention, you promise that economic and social 
equality will become a reality for black Americans. That 
is a rather easy surface promise to make to a group that 
represents some 5.5 million potential votes. How do you 
plan to make that a reality, your promise? 

THE Preswent. In the first place, we are going to get 
the economy as a whole out of the recession, and we are 
on our way now to, I think, a substantially improved eco- 
nomic picture. In the process of that, the black American 
will also benefit, as all other Americans will. 

If we look back on the last 5 years, Julius, we find 
that more blacks have gone to college, more blacks are 
entering better paying jobs. We are doing our utmost to 
improve living conditions for all disadvantaged people, 
including blacks. 

We are seeking to enforce very vigorously the equal 
employment opportunity legislation. I appointed a friend 
of mine from Michigan, Lowell Perry, who you may or 
may not know, as the new Chairman of that very im- 
portant commission, and they are going to do a good 
job. 

So, through a combination of circumstances, the gen- 
eral improvement plus specific actions, I believe that 
blacks as a whole, particularly those in the lower end of 
the spectrum economically, will be the beneficiaries. 


EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI AGREEMENT 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to ask you a question about 
the Middle East. The United States, for the first time, 
is becoming directly involved there, and quite deeply, 
with the prospect of stationing technicians. Don’t you 
owe it to the American people in these circumstances to 
make public every American commitment that is being 
made and every detail of the deal that the United States 
has helped bring about between Israel and Egypt? 

THE PresIpENT. We have submitted all of the official 
documents to the two committees in the Congress—the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations and the House 
Committee on International Relations—and Secretary 
Kissinger has testified to those two committees and the 
two Armed Services Committees. 

We are working out arrangements to give the docu- 
ments that I mentioned plus the content of any other 
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communications between me and the heads of state of 
Egypt on the one hand and Israel on the other. 

Now, we have committed to give the content of those 
documents and those communications, but I do not 
think—it has never been done in the past—that a direct 
communication between a President and another head of 
state should be made public. As long as the content is 
there, the commitment is there. I think that is adequate 
assurance to the American people. 

I would add, the commitment that we have made at 
the request of Egypt on the one hand and Israel on the 
other—they made them to us—authorizing up to 200 
U.S. technicians, nonmilitary, in a UN buffer zone—all 
of the details concerning that part of the agreement will 
be made public. 

Q. The exact words, though, won’t be available. The 
sense of it will be filtered through selected Congressmen 
and Senators. Is that not right? 

Tue Presment. Well, the exact words of our com- 
mitment of up to but not more than 200 American tech- 
nicians will be made public, no question about that. 

Q. I understand that, but things like the level of aid 
that is to be given to Israel and 

Tue Presment. Well, no, no, I must correct the record 
there. There is a negotiation going on now between the 
United States and Israel as to the amount of the first 
year’s aid, economic and military. 

When I submit the budget request for the total foreign 
aid program on a worldwide basis, I will submit the de- 


tails of the request of economic and military aid for Israel 
just as I will do it in the case of Egypt. But that will all 
come as a part of the package for the total worldwide 
foreign aid program. 


GRAIN AND OIL 


Q. Mr. President, it has been suggested that we use our 
grain for Soviet oil or for somebody’s oil. You currently 
have someone working on that in the Soviet Union now, 
we are told. What kind of a deal do you see, sir? 

THE Preswent. We have a high level group of nego- 
tiators under Assistant (Under) Secretary of State Robin- 
son in Moscow now negotiating for a long-term purchase 
agreement by the Soviet Union up to, say, 5 years for 
American grain and other agricultural products. We feel 
that a long-term agreement with minimums and maxi- 
mums is in the best interests of the farmer and the country, 
as well as our relations with the Soviet Union. 

Now, there are some very preliminary discussions going 
on concerning grain and oil, but they have not gone be- 
yond very preliminary discussions. 

Q. Have you reached some level of amounts when you 
talk in terms of oil? Have you set a figure or a number 
of barrel amount? 

Tue Preswent. We have no specifics because these 
are preliminary discussions. The Soviet Union, we un- 


derstand, does have a surplus of oil. We have a surplus of 
grain. So, at least we ought, in a very preliminary way, 
just discuss any alternatives, but we have not gone beyond 
that. 

Q. Has any kind of barter arrangement—if the Soviet 
Union cannot supply the oil in exchange for grain, are 
you hoping that they will exert their influence over the 
Arabs who listen to them? 

Tue Presipent. I think there is a better way to exer- 
cise our influence with the Arab nations, and that is 
through the International Energy Agency, which was set 
up or promoted primarily by the United States about a 
year ago, where the basic industrial consuming nations 
have joined together to meet with the producing nations, 
OPEC, for example. 

We are negotiating directly with them. I think that has 
more potential than relying on the Soviet Union to help 
us with the Arab nations. 

Our relations with the Arab nations are good. I don’t 
think we have to go through the Soviet Union in this 
case or any other case, as far as dealing with Arab nations. 


THE UNITED NATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, if Israel is expelled from the United 
Nations, would the United States withdraw, and can you 
foresee any circumstances that might prompt the U.S. 
to withdraw from the UN? 

THE PREsIDENT. I don’t expect the United Nations to 
kick Israel out, and, of course, the United States would 
vigorously protest and vote against any such effort on the 
part of any nation or nations. We believe that the pros- 
pects for that happening have subsided considerably, par- 
ticularly since the agreement between Egypt on the one 
hand and Israel on the other. 

If we can continue to have momentum in the Middle 
East—which I think will continue—the prospects of 
Arab nations and other nonaligned nations trying to kick 
Israel out becomes less and less. 

In other words, the position of Israel in the United Na- 
tions becomes stronger as we keep momentum going for 
a solution, a long-term solution, to the problems in the 
Middle East. 

To answer your last question, I foresee no circumstances 
where the United States would leave the United Nations. 
I think it would be a mistake. It is good for us to be a 
part of that forum, to have an influence— 

Q. You know we have had problems there in the past. 

THE Preswent. We have problems in other forums as 
well. I have always found the best way to win a game is to 
play it, not to sit on the sidelines. And the United States 
ought to be in the game in the United Nations to protect 
our interests. It is a lot better inside than sitting out doing 
nothing. 

Q. Would it be in the interests of the United States to 
try to arrive at a formula sometime so that North and 
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South Vietnam could enter the United Nations? They 
were vetoed this time because of the connection with 
Korea. But isn’t it true that the United States continues to 
have a great interest in that part of the world, and isn’t 
there a danger that relations with North and South Viet- 
nam can get into a deep freeze the way China and Cuba 
did for so many years, to nobody’s advantage? 

THE PrEsIvENT. We believe in the universality of the 
United Nations. We feel that it is in the interest of the 
world as a whole to have all nations that want to become 
a part of the United Nations be members, but the effort 
of North and South Vietnam to get in was predicated on 
their coming in alone. 

We felt if North and South Vietnam were to be a part 
of the United Nations, South Korea, that has had its 
application in to be a member for a good many years, 
also ought to be included. You can’t be selective on who 
or what nation should be a part of the United Nations. 

I presume, based on our overall interest in matters in- 
volving Southeast Asia, that it is conceivable under cer- 
tain circumstances that our relations with North and 
South Vietnam will improve, but a lot has to happen. 

For example, North Vietnam continues to refuse to 
give us information concerning the MIA’s, and they try 
to bribe us by saying, “We will give you information 
about MIA’s if you will let us in the United Nations.” 

Well, North Vietnam agreed in January of 1973 to 
give us information, to give us access to North Vietnam to 
find the MIA’s, and they have not lived up to it. So, how 
can we trust them? They have got a lot of things to do 
before we are going to be very receptive to their partici- 
pation. 


SCHOOL BUSING 


Q. Mr. President, busing is a subject and a practice 
that is distasteful to a large segment of the American 
population, both black and white. If it is such a distaste- 
ful and wasteful process, why bus? And is there any alter- 
native that you see? 

THE Present. I think we have to decide in the first 
place what we are really trying to do by busing before 
you discuss whether it is good or bad. All of us—white, 
black, every American, in my opinion—wants quality 
education. 

Now, the Court decided in 1954 that separate but 
equal schools were unconstitutional, and the courts have 
decided that busing is one way to try and desegregate on 
the one hand and perhaps improve education on the 
other. 

Many of those decisions have raised great problems 
in many, many localities—Louisville and Boston being 
the most prominent at the present time. 

Discussing those two communities, let me very strongly 
emphasize the court has decided something. That is the 
law of the land. As far as my Administration is con- 


cerned, the law of the land will be upheld, and we are 
upholding it. 

But then I think I have the right to give what I think 
is a better answer to the achievement of quality educa- 
tion, which is what we all seek. And there is always more 
than one answer. I think that quality education can be 
enhanced by better school facilities, lower pupil-teacher 
ratios, the improvement of the neighborhood, as such. 
Those are better answers, in my judgment, than busing 
under a court order. 

Quality education can be achieved by more than one 
method. I was reading in the Washington Post this morn- 
ing a column by one of the outstanding black columnists, 
Mr. Raspberry. And Mr. Raspberry has come to the 
conclusion that court-ordered forced busing is not the way 
to achieve quality education for blacks or whites in a 
major metropolitan area. That is a very significant deci- 
sion by Mr. Raspberry, who I think Mr. Dudman, for 
example, highly respects. 

Q. I certainly do. In Boston and Louisville, where the 
court has ordered busing, how well do you think the 
people of those two cities have conducted themselves in 
bringing about court-ordered exchanges of black and 
white students? 


THE PrRESWENT. There has been some disorders there 
over the last year or more. 

Q. I am thinking about this fall. There have been 
Federal agents there, of course, to try to maintain order. 
Are you reasonably well satisfied with the way things have 
happened or not? 


THE PresivenT. So far there has been a minimum of 
local disorder. I hope that that attitude can prevail in 
the months ahead as the police involvement and the 
Federal marshal involvement becomes less and less. I 
am always an optimist, even though I disagree with the 
method by which they are trying to achieve quality 
education. 

Q. Well, are you counseling the people of those two 
cities to cooperate with the courts, or are you encouraging 
them to maintain their strong feelings in some cases that 
this is an improper solution? 

Tue PRresment. Last year I did a televised tape urging 
the people of Boston to cooperate with the court and to 
maintain law and order. I did that then, and I have 
counseled everybody that I talked with in Boston to 
encourage their fellow Bostonians to obey the law and 
follow the court’s action. 

Q. We have time for one short question and one short 
answer. 


DEBATES BETWEEN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 


Q. Mr. President, assuming your nomination, will you 
agree to broadcast debates with the nominee of the other 
party? 
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THE Presment. Well, that gets into some problems 
involving the current law. I am not sure that a public 
debate on television is the best way for the public to 
analyze a candidate. I don’t rule it out, but I won’t make 
any firm commitment at this time. 

Q. What about a public debate on radio? 

Tue Present. Well, I think it is a possibility, but I 
would not want to make a firm commitment at this time. 


MRS. FORD 


Q. Mr. President, a cartoon in the newspaper recently 
mentioned that your wife’s comments on the CBS pro- 
gram, “Face the Nation,” would only hurt your cam- 
paign if she ran against you. [Laughter] How do you feel 
about that? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I am very proud of her, and 
we have had a wonderful marriage. We have in our family 
the right of Betty, as well as the children, to speak their 
minds. I think she was misunderstood to some extent, but 
I repeat, I am proud of her and we have had a very 
happy marriage. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President, for being 
with us today in St. Louis. 

Welcome, again. 

Tue Present. Thank you. 

NOTE: The interview began at 1:04 p.m. in the studios of KMOX-— 


TV at the Gateway Tower Building. It was taped for broadcast 
that evening. 


National Baptist Convention 


The President’s Remarks at the Convention’s 
Annual Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri. 
September 12, 1975 


Thank you, Dr. Jackson, Dr. Burson, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

At the outset, let me congratulate Dr. Jackson on his 
birthday yesterday and the fact that he was reelected pres- 
ident for the 22d time. I have got a long way to go, Doctor. 
[Laughter] 

It is a very great privilege and pleasure for me to be here 
today before one of the strongest and most important in- 
stitutions in our society—the church. 

As you know, it was freedom—religious freedom—that 
inspired many of our early settlers to come to these far- 
away shores to found our Nation. All of us can be very 
proud, despite the imperfections of our country, that we 
have never reversed the goals of our Founding Fathers. 
Dr. Martin Luther King was able to stand before this 
Nation and this world, despite our country’s travail, and 
still say, “I have a dream.” 

The dream of blacks in America actually began long be- 


fore our Declaration of Independence. History tells us that 
blacks were American pilgrims as well as pioneers. As 
many as 20 blacks came ashore at Jamestown in 1619, 
just 12 years after the first settlers arrived. 

In Boston today, the Crispus Attucks’ monument stands 
proudly as a tribute to a black man who died leading a 
protest against the British 6 years before our Declaration 
of Independence. 

As early as 1770, your Baptist faith began to take a 
foothold in America. At that time blacks were organizing 
Baptist State conventions in our various colonies. 

Through the years, religion has always been a very im- 
portant force in American life. It has been one of the 
pillars of black communities, as witness to your faith in 
God and all that is right. 

As we look back on some of the shortcomings of 
America, slavery leaves a sad and sorry chapter in our 
history. But a powerful belief in God enabled many blacks 
to endure those dark and dreary and sad days. 

As we begin to celebrate the Bicentennial of our Nation, 
we have another historic triumph to celebrate—our vic- 
tory over tragic injustice—where all of God’s people walk 
free in a land of a new day. 

Equality, in the true spirit of our Founding Fathers, is 
not yet a full reality for all Americans. I am sorry to say 
that. Minorities and women still do not participate equally 
in employment. They do not share many economic, social, 
and other resources of our Nation. Yet the struggle goes 
on. And it must continue until the vision of our Founding 
Fathers and the dream of Martin Luther King, Jr., Dr. 
Jackson, and others have become a reality. 

Who will ever forget Dr. George Washington Carver 
and his experiments with the peanut and sweet potato, 
which were the basis for more than 400 different products? 
Or Lewis Latimer, the son of a runaway slave, who in- 
vented the first incandescent electric light bulb with a car- 
bon filament and who also helped Alexander Graham 
Bell develop the telephone? Or Dr. Charles Drew, who 
developed the apparatus for preserving blood plasma? 

In the field of politics, progress has been slow, but 
today there are more than 3,500 black elected officials 
in the United States, including 135 mayors. And those 
numbers are increasing every year. There will be more 
and more and more. And, of course, there will be solid, 
splendid national leaders like Senator Ed Brooke and 
others in the Congress, providing the dedicated leadership 
that our country needs now and in the future. 

History has not recorded accurately the countless con- 
tributions made by blacks to America. Yet times are 
changing as we begin our Bicentennial celebration. As 
President, I wish to help bring about this change by re- 
calling some vitally important black contributions to our 
history. 

The right to vote is the cornerstone of our democracy. 
I was proud to have been in the forefront of the battle to 
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pass the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and to extend and 
broaden that landmark legislation by signing the new 
measure only last month. It represents my faith in the 
desire of blacks and other minority citizens to strengthen 
our political system for the good of all Americans. 

The contributions of blacks cross all walks of American 
life, including the tragedy of war. In our historic battles 
around the world, the blood of the black soldier, sailor, 
airman, or Marine has run just as freely as that of other 
Americans defending our beloved country. It would be 
difficult to imagine American music, art, culture, science, 
and medicine—almost anything that is considered Amer- 
ican—without acknowledging the great contribution of 
blacks in our society. 

Many of us remember these names, but it is still well 
to pay them formal tribute here as we speak of our Na- 
tion’s history and the American Bicentennial: Phillis 
Wheatley, one of America’s first great black writers; Lem- 
uel Haynes, a minister who served at Lexington; Peter 
Salem and Salem Poor, who were singled out for gallantry 
at the Battle of Bunker Hill; Booker T. Washington, the 
distinguished scholar; Frederick Douglass, the magnetic 
orator; Harriet Tubman, the underground railroad con- 
ductor; Daniel Hale Williams for his pioneering work in 
open heart surgery; A. Philip Randolph and his efforts for 
the worker; Walter White and Roy Wilkins of the 
NAACP; Whitney Young, Jr., of the National Urban 
League; poet Paul Laurence Dunbar; the Reverend Leon 
Sullivan in job training; and General Chappie James in 
the United States Air Force; in music, contralto Marian 
Anderson, Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, and many, 
many others; in sports, Jesse Owens, Joe Louis, Muham- 
mad Ali, Jackie Robinson, Henry Aaron, and, of course, 
the incredible Lou Brock and Bob Gibson; and I should 
add a personal friend of mine, Sammy Davis, Jr. 

These men and women gave, and still give, pride and 
dignity to our people and honor to our Nation. Many of 
their names have virtually become institutions in our coun- 
try. It is evident that the church has been a major influ- 
ence in black accomplishments. 

When we think of freedom, including freedom of reli- 
gion, the National Baptist Convention stands as a mon- 
ument and a testament to the strength of spiritual 
conviction and commitment. With more than 6 million 
members, the National Baptist Convention gives testi- 
mony to the individual integrity and dignity of the black 
American. 

I would be negligent if I did not pay tribute in the very 
highest sense to the untiring, unselfish work of Dr. Jackson, 
your spiritual leader for more than two decades. 

Many of the traditional black colleges were founded 
by the church. The first black Senator, Hiram Revels, was 
a minister. Prince Hall Masons, one of the oldest black 
fraternal groups, traces its origin back to 1787. As many 
of you know, Prince Hall was a minister. 


In our own times, Dr. Martin Luther King, Dr. Jack- 
son, and other clergymen led the civil rights movement 
inspired by the teachings of the Prince of Peace. 

The black church saw the need to concentrate early 
on education. Let me add that the issue in 1837, when 
Cheyney State College was founded in Pennsylvania as 
the first black institution of higher learning, was quality 
education. The need today is still quality education. I 
assure you here today that I stand for quality education 
for every American. Not one single child in this country 
is excluded. With reason, with calm, with sincerity and 
some prayers from all of us, we will master these trials and 
tribulations and become a greater nation because of them. 

The need for strong church leadership is just as great 
today as it was 200 years ago or a century ago. As a matter 
of fact, I firmly believe there should be more church 
leadership in this country. We see enough of material 
power. 

What the American people need to know and feel more 
often is the spiritual power of the church, school, and 
family in our lives. As I look out at all of you at this great 
convention, I see a giant family. All of us are brothers and 
sisters. This is a magnificent concept because the family is 
the world’s basic social, economic, and political unit. I be- 
lieve we determine the course of our lives, for the most 
part, in the family home. It is the home which teaches 
basic principles—the imperishable qualities of truth, in- 
tegrity, unselfishness, and, most importantly, love. 

Society has undergone vast changes in the past genera- 
tion, and new ideas are constantly influencing our lives. 
New materialism, the pressures of modern life, new atti- 
tudes, social values, crime in our inner cities—all of these 
greatly affect the everyday life of the family. All of us 
have the responsibility to stand and support the standards 
we believe in. As religious people, stand up for your faith. 
I stand with you. We believe in the same God. 

Wherever I go, people are kind and say to me: “We are 
praying for you. You are in our prayers.” This has been 
a tremendous source of inner strength and peace for me. 
It inspires me to pray harder when I get on my own knees 
for God’s guidance, and it reminds me that I do not act 
alone, but for and with you and all our fellow citizens. 

For life to be constructive, to build a greater, finer na- 
tion, we must appeal to higher motives than fear, higher 
beliefs than a passing fancy or fad, higher aspirations than 
the law. We must appeal to the highest motive and aspira- 
tion of all—the concept of our spiritual destiny. The 
world’s and this Nation’s greatest problems can be solved 
only by sincere changes of the will and human heart. 

The future of America is not so much based on how 
much energy and steel we can produce—although these 
are, of course, vital to our existence—but the future of 
America is based on the rights and responsibilities that we 
as individual citizens are willing to commit to others and 
accept, ourselves. 
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We speak of the common man and woman in America. 
This is a great and noble thought, for it conveys the dig- 
nity of the individual citizen. But I offer you here today a 
greater and nobler goal for which to strive: the com- 
munion of Americans, the coming together to face a com- 
mon destiny as one people, one nation dedicated not only 
to the preservation but to the extension of that unity. 

The American experience has been that competition in 
all walks of our national life strengthens our country. 
As a people, we believe in competition. Today, as never 
before, blacks are competing in our society, and America 
is better for it. This is the American dream fulfilled. 

Many of our problems of modern living cannot be dealt 
with through legislation, through government money. 
They can only be solved within the home, within the com- 
munity, and within the private enterprise system where 
competition is so important. That is where each of you 
comes in, for you represent the vast majority of blacks 
in this country who support your family, educate your 
children, pay your taxes, cast your votes, and support your 
church. 

Those of you here are teaching all of us in America a 
very great lesson, that is, the problems of human rights 
are not so much burdens to carry as they are avenues to 
achievement. The end of the journey is not so important 
as the fact that we are on the right road. 


Every citizen has a right to the means necessary for 
the development of his material and spiritual life. That 
same citizen—every citizen—has the responsibility to pro- 
mote the good of society as a member of it. All Ameri- 
cans—I repeat, all Americans—must be free, and those 
who enjoy freedom must give freedom to others. 

No declaration of human rights has ever surpassed the 
Golden Rule. It is our job, yours and mine, to live the 
Golden Rule and thus fortify the declaration of human 
rights. 

The world has many roads to accomplishment. Most 
of them are neither high nor low. They are middle roads. 
I believe the middle road, avoiding the extremes, is Amer- 
ica’s surest path to continued achievement. 


Let us, therefore, go forward together to build a new 
and better America. Let us not look back, because we 
cannot change the old. Instead, let us look to the future 
and change the new for the better. It is in our hearts to 
forgive wrong. It is in our hands to reshape those wrongs 
into right. Let us together accept the spiritual, moral, so- 
cial, and economic challenges of America’s third century. 

Together, we will fulfill the heritage of those who came 
before us. Together, we will open up new horizons for 
millions of Americans not yet born. Together, we will serve 
one another, our country, and our fellow men and women. 
Together, we will fulfill our common national future. 

God bless you and thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. at the Henry W. Kiel 
Auditorium. 


White House Conference on Domestic 
and Economic Affairs 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Participants in the Conference in 
St. Louis, Missouri. September 12, 1975 


Thank you very much, Kit. Lieutenant Governor Phelps, 
Congressman Taylor, members of the Cabinet, the Ad- 
ministration, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is really a great privilege and pleasure to be here in 
St. Louis, the Crossroads of America, and this very at- 
tractive Riverfront Towers. I have been in St. Louis a 
good many times in the past, and it really is a change. I 
can recall rather vividly when big events in St. Louis were 
held at the Spanish Pavillion. [Laughter] 

I do want to thank Secretary Mathews and his alma 
mater. I expected to come to Missouri and have to give 
some odds to Kit on the forthcoming game between Mich- 
igan and Missouri. I think the situation is reversed. 
[Laughter] And we will have some negotiating to do later 
on, but my bargaining position is infinitely better. 

Let me thank you all for being here. I had some pre- 
pared remarks which I have thrown away. I just want to 
get to the questions and the answers. 

These White House Conferences which have been held 
in a number of major communities throughout the United 
States are aimed at the fine people that are leaders in the 
Administration talking to you, but more importantly lis- 
tening and learning from you. We think this is the best 
way to establish communication between people through- 
out the United States and the people who have some deci- 
sionmaking responsibilities in the Federal Government. 

I have been President now about 13 months, and we 
have had our share of problems. We have made headway 
in most of them; we admittedly haven’t solved all. 

Some of the most difficult problems involve the econ- 
omy and energy. In the area of the economy, it is my 
judgment that we have moved out of the bottom and are 
starting upward. There are some very encouraging signs. 
In the last 4 or 5 months about 1,500,000 more people 
are gainfully employed even though the unemployment 
rate is far too high. 

In the area of retail sales, industrial production, and 
other significant signs in the area of the economy there is 
encouragement, but we are not going to rest in this area 
until everybody who wants a job and seeks a job gets a 
job. That is our definition of how we should handle the 
unemployment problem. 

Number two, in the area of energy, we will not be satis- 
fied until the Congress enacts either my program, which 
I think is the best solution, or their program, which I 
haven’t seen yet—{laughter|—and until some program 
is enacted that gets the United States free of the vulner- 
ability of actions against our interests by foreign oil cartels. 
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So, with those basic observations and comments, I will 
be glad to turn to the questioning, and, as I understand it, 
the first is Mr. Barksdale. 


QUESTIONS 


INTERNATIONAL SALES OF U.S. AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 


Q. Yes, sir, Mr. President. I am Clarence Barksdale, 
and I am president of the St. Louis Regional Growth 
Association. St. Louis, as you know, is in the heart of the 
bread basket of the world, and consequently we are con- 
cerned with the international commerce as far as agri- 
cultural products are concerned. Accordingly, is there 
any consideration being given by your Administration 
about using our agricultural production and pricing as 
a leverage in the international marketplace, such as has 
been done by us, by the OPEC cartels? 

THE PresipENT. Let me emphasize that I consider the 
sale of our agricultural products overseas vitally impor- 
tant. Last year we sold $23 billion worth, as I recollect. 
We bought about $10 billion worth of foreign agricul- 
tural products so that the net gain to the United States 
in foreign trade was roughly $12 to $13 billion. That 
was significant, vital in our trade relationships around the 
world. 

I believe that we can use food in a variety of ways: one, 
for humanitarian purposes for those less well off than 
ourselves but, in addition, for a wide variety of other 
reasons, including foreign policy objectives. 

At the present time, we have a top negotiating team in 
Moscow, for example, negotiating for a long-term sales 
contract with the Soviet Union so that if and when they 
buy, they buy under the terms of an agreement, not on 
sudden stopping and starting, as they have in the past, 
with 1972 buying a lot and several other years buying 
very little. 

We think it is in the best interest of agriculture for us 
to have long-term contracts or agreements with the Soviet 
Union, as we do with Japan, as we do with other coun- 
tries. We think this great resource produced by less than 
6 percent of the American people, those that live on the 
farm, can be used in a wide variety of ways. And we are 
going to do it for the benefit of all the 214 million Ameri- 
cans. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Douthit. 


QUALITY EDUCATION 


Q. Yes, Mr. President. I am Bill Douthit, the execu- 
tive director of the Urban League of St. Louis. Mr. Pres- 
ident, your posture in the public press has appeared to be 
that of being opposed to busing. Now some well-inten- 
tioned whites are opposed to busing, as well as some 
blacks, but, Mr. President, my question is, how do we 
achieve quality education without isolating large segments 
of our population from each other? 


THE Preswent. I am glad that you put the emphasis 
where I think it belongs, namely, quality education. Qual- 
ity education under the method utilized by the courts is 
aimed at forced school busing. That, of course, came out 
of the 1954 Supreme Court decision. 

I firmly say without any hesitation or qualification that 
if the court says something has to be done, it will be done, 
as far as this Administration is concerned. No question 
about that. On the other hand, it is my judgment that 
there is a better way of achieving quality education for 
all schoolchildren than by the court method. 

It is most interesting. A very able black newspaper 
columnist by the name of William Raspberry, in the 
Washington Post this morning, said that court-ordered, 
forced busing was not achieving quality education. I 
wholeheartedly agree with him. 

Now what can be a better way to do it? I believe that 
you can improve the facilities in many of the disadvan- 
taged areas. Too often school boards have neglected some 
of the plant and equipment in those areas. We should 
increase the pupil-teacher ratio. I think that would be 
helpful in upgrading the educational opportunities of 
young people so they can achieve a quality education. 

I believe that the emergency school aid program which 
Congress approved roughly 5 or 6 years ago—it is about 
a billion and a half a year—no, it is not quite that much 
but it is a sizable amount—can be focused in on places 
like Boston, as Secretary Mathews has done, or in Louis- 
ville, where we are having our current problems, to try 
and get better faculty, better facilities, better equipment. 
In my honest opinion, that is a preferable way to achieve 
the objective of quality education without tearing apart 
some of the social fabric in some of these communities. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


THE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Q. Frank Gamelin of the Higher Education Council in 
St. Louis. Mr. President, those of us who profited from the 
GI bill after World War II and are grateful to America 
for what it made possible for us have long hoped, I think, 
that it would be possible for every man and woman to 
obtain from their fellow citizens, through government, the 
support necessary to supplement family help to the ex- 
tent that they could attend the postsecondary school of 
their choice in the program for which they are eligible. 
Do you see any possibility of further implementation of 
this principle in planning for future spending in higher 
education? 

Tue Presiwent. We have a number of higher educa- 
tion programs. The GI bill that was originated after 
World War II is in full operation now and is continuing 
even though those who are in the military today are not 
in combat, and that was the general basis upon which the 
GI bill was initially passed at the time of World War II 
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and at the time of Korea. We spend roughly $1 billion to 
$1.5 billion a year on that program at the present time. 


In addition, we have a number of educational pro- 
grams that are aimed at helping young people who want 
to go to college and do not have the financial means to 
do so. We have a loan guarantee program with any loan- 
ing institution. We have basic educational opportunities— 
it’s BEOG or whatever the combination is. And there is 
another one—I can’t recall the name—but the total 
amount available in these several programs is about a bil- 
lion dollars a year. So, there is really no reason today why 
no young person who wants to go to college can’t get Fed- 
eral financial assistance of a substantial amount. It won’t 
cover the whole thing, but it will cover a very substantial 
amount. 

And if I could add a PS. to that, I believe in those 
programs—and we recommended a very sizable budget 
figure for all of them, roughly a billion dollars. I am very 
disturbed at the default rate in those programs where 
young people borrow from their Government and then fail 
to repay when they get through and get a job. That is an 
obligation to their Government, and it is about a 20 per- 
cent default rate at the present time, and it amounts to 
$200 million a year, as I recall. I don’t think that is play- 
ing fair with the people who loaned them the money in 
the first instance. 

I am for the program. But young people have as much 
an obligation to repay their Government as they do to 
repay any, and I just think we have got to instill that 
spirit in them. If we are going to loan, if the Government 
is going to loan, then they ought to undertake a com- 
parable obligation to repay. 


THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME 


Q. Mr. President, I am Ann Slaughter and this is Del 
McClellan. We are cochairmen of the Women’s Crusade 
Against Crime, which for 5 years has been marshaling 
citizens to seek improvements in the criminal justice sys- 
tem. Unhappily, our country has witnessed an increase, 
rather than a decrease, in crime. Citizens are increasingly 
frightened by the horrendous acts of criminals. The time 
has come to return prime consideration to the victims of 
crime. This means swifter justice in the courts through 
outlawing of unjust delays. This means effective correc- 
tional facilities for those convicted. However, our im- 
poverished citizens do not have adequate funds for main- 
tenance of deteriorating neighborhoods which breed 
crime. We need more Federal funds to be made available 
for our cities. My cochairman, Del McClellan, will ask our 
question. 

Q. Mr. President, improvements in the system are very 
important, but they will be useless without good men and 
women. Paramount is the need for a return to individual 
honesty, to respect for personal and property rights. 


In this, our Bicentennial year, we ask that you follow 
the directive of Benjamin Franklin, who in 1780 asked 
that a moral science be developed to carry personal mor- 
ality forward with the amazing scientific and engineering 
feats he so accurately predicted. 

Fighting crime without the full commitment of the 
American people to a return to the moral values which 
made our Nation great is an expensive and completely 
hopeless enterprise. As Mr. Seidman told us at lunch— 
and I think I quote him properly—he is looking for new 
directions to go back to old truths. 

I am asking if you could not convene a working task 
force to develop guidelines toward a revival of spiritual 
values as inscribed on our coins—“In God We Trust”— 
appoint men and women of wisdom from churches and 
schools and homes, and then could you please use your 
good offices to spread these principles of right conduct 
through the printed word, the news media, and television, 
which should again lift the spirit of our people and en- 
courage the return of heroes to our land? 

Tue Preswent. I made a speech this morning, or 
this afternoon, where I made some comments that I think 
would fit in very neatly with the observations made by 
both of you. 

I think that we have got to seek the strengthening of 
the family in the first place and the strengthening of our 
individual ties to the church in the second. 

I believe that all of the money we have spent—and we 
have spent a great deal of money at the Federal level, 
about $800 million a year in the last 3 or 4 years—for 
what we call Law Enforcement Assistance Act programs, 
Federal money to States and local units of government, 
and unfortunately despite that vast expenditure of money, 
the crime rate continues to go up. 

So, money itself will not meet the problem. The basic 
one is how we can strengthen the family, the church, our 
moral and spiritual values. 

I will take under consideration the establishment of a 
national commission or committee, but I think it is more 
basic than that. I think the leadership has to come from 
the clergy, from civic leaders, from others in the local area. 

I will certainly consider it, but I think we ought to take 
a look at other alternatives aside from money, and money 
at the Federal level really hasn’t solved the problem. 

Thank you very much. 


COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Jerry Sugarman, I rep- 
resent the Ozark chapter of the Sierra Club. We have a 
great many problems in the St. Louis region, stemming 
from the Corps of Engineers relentless promotional ac- 
tivities on the Mississippi River and on our agricultural 
flood plains and on our scenic Ozark streams. 

The Council on Environmental Quality has recently 
conducted a special review of the Merrimack Basin dam 


Volume 11—Number 38 








PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 


project in eastern Missouri, but has been blocked by the 
General Counsel from publishing their findings. Mean- 
while, citizens would like very much to debate the issues 
knowing the facts that CEQ has developed. Mr. Presi- 
dent, will you ask the CEQ to make their findings known 
to the public on this and other similar projects? 

THE Present. I am generally familiar with that 
project. I will find out the details from Governor Peterson 
and his associates at CEQ. I would certainly consult with 
him as to whether or not those findings by him should be 
made public. 

I don’t think it is appropriate for me to make a com- 
mitment at this time. Their procedures, I would assume, 
would call for such documentation being made public, 
but I think it is the better judgment for me to consult 
with him and his associates before making any categorical 
commitment. 

I can assure you that whether they are made public or 
not, they will be made available to the proper authorities 
within the Government, and they will be considered by 
all of those who have a responsibility in making the final 
decision. 

I think we have to incorporate in any decisionmaking 
process whatever EPA or CEQ or the Corps of Engineers, 
the Department of Interior, the Bureau of Reclamation, 
the Forest Service, and others ought to have an input, but 
at some point somebody has to make a decision. 

As long as the flow of information is free and those who 
have that responsibility analyze it all, there has to be a 
cutoff point, and once that process has been concluded— 
and I think in this case it will—then we either proceed 
or don’t proceed, dependent upon what a responsible offi- 
cial decides. 


Q. Thank you. 


DOMESTIC INTERNATIONAL SALES CORPORATION 


Q. Mr. President, I am Roger Guyot, president of the 
World Trade Club of St. Louis. We are concerned regard- 
ing the trend towards reduction and elimination of as- 
sistance to Midwest business firms engaged in interna- 
tional trade. Specifically, we believe the case for the 
Domestic International Sales Corporation, otherwise 
known as DISC—this as an incentive is as important now 
as it was in 1971. U.S. companies need a tax stimulus to 
compete on equal terms with the foreign governments 
who subsidize their producers and their industries. Would 
you comment, please? 

Tue PresipENT. I was in the Congress in 1971 and 
voted for the legislation that incorporated DISC, I be- 
lieve DISC is just as important today as it was then. It 
helped to expand our trade at that time. I think it can be 
beneficial in expanding trade at the present time, giving 
incentives for the expansion of our trade. I would hope the 
Congress in its deliberations would not rescind the legis- 
lation. This Administration will not recommend the 
abolition of the DISC program. 


VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 


Q. Mr. President, I am Randy Parent, president of 
Vocational Industrial Clubs of America. Just how much 
monetary support is being given to the vocational educa- 
tion in the future, and what is being done to promote the 
growth of the vocational education? 

THE Present. It is my best recollection that in the 
traditional vocational education program there has been 
a gradual increase. If my memory is accurate, it is about 
$300 million a year. Is that roughly right? Well, I can tell 
you that it has been on an increasing scale, and I think 
that figure is roughly right. 

Now in addition to the traditional vocational educa- 
tion programs we have what is called CETA—Compre- 
hensive Educational Training Act—CETA—and it has 
been funded this year at a figure of $3,200 million. In- 
cluded in that program was $450 million for the summer 
job training program for young people, which was very 
helpful. It had some aspects of vocational education. 

The remainder of the CETA program is aimed at voca- 
tional training primarily for those people who are out of 
work of one occupation and seeking employment in an- 
other occupation. So, roughly $214 billion is available in 
that aspect of the program plus the traditional high school 
and vocational education program. 

Now that is a lot of money—I think it has generally 
done a good job. But what has bothered me about some of 
the vocational educational programs and some of the 
CETA training programs is that we have a training pro- 
gram that doesn’t necessarily relate to an occupational area 
where there are job opportunities. 

I know from my old experience in the Congress that 
we used to establish—not we but the department—job 
training programs, and then all of a sudden when the pro- 
gram ended there were no job opportunities in that par- 
ticular employment field. I think there has to be a better 
coordination in finding out where the job opportunities 
are, the shortages exist, and then train people for those 
shortages rather than just train them for an occupation 
where there are no job opportunities. I think we can do a 
better job spending that much money in this aspect of vo- 
cational education. 

Q. Thank you. 


PROGRAMS FOR THE POOR AND THE DISADVANTAGED 


Q. Mr. President, I am Geraldine Berry, board member 
for the St. Louis OIC [Opportunities Industrialization 
Center]. My question was just asked, but I have another. 
Many of the social and training programs which have 
aided the poor, the minorities, and the disadvantaged 
were begun under other Administrations. Your Adminis- 
tration has continued some of these programs either 
through transferring them to other departments and then 
to the creation of the Legal Services Corporation. 

Mr. President, my question is: Are there any other 
social programs that you might have in the planning stage 
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that might alleviate some of the many ills of our com- 
munity? If not, what can the poor and the disadvantaged 
expect from your Administration, particularly in terms of 
full employment and hope for the future? 

Tue Preswent. I think the best opportunity for those 
that are disadvantaged is to have a healthy economy, and 
let me tell you the burden of not having one. 


This past year we have spent between $18 billion and 
$20 billion in unemployment compensation by the Fed- 
eral Government itself. In addition, we have had a tax 
loss. So, the net result of not having a healthy economy 
has been very substantial. 


What we have to do is stimulate the economy so we 
have less unemployed and a bigger tax base or a tax 
base with a greater depth. Now if we can get the economy 
going, we won’t have to have as many of these so-called 
aid programs as we have at the present time. We could 
cut back and should cut back in a responsible way in 
the food stamp program, the welfare program, if people 
are working. 

Now the Vice President is undertaking, beginning in 
about 10 days or 2 weeks, a series of meetings with the 
Domestic Council in 9 or 10 cities throughout the United 
States where there will be opportunities for individuals 
or groups to testify in the area of welfare, food stamps, 
training programs, a whole range in this area, and it will 
be a wide-open opportunity for groups and individuals 
to testify whether they want more of them or they want 
less of them. It won’t be a stacked house, I can assure you. 


So, we will get some ideas from the people in this 
operation under the Domestic Council headed by the 
Vice President. At the moment, it is my honest opinion 
we have got enough programs; we just have to make 
them work better. We have some that are top-heavy with 
administration. We have some where the benefits are 
paid through error, and that is unforgiveable in this kind 
of a society. We have some where the instances of illegality 
are far too high. 

It is a very strong belief on my part that we can make 
the programs we have run better and then we won’t 
have to worry about new programs, because we have got 
them to the extent of about a thousand categorical grant 
programs in the Federal Government. And if that isn’t 
enough, then I am really mystified. A thousand categorical 
grant programs ought to be sufficient to handle the prob- 
lems we have at the present time. We just ought to make 
them work better, and I think we can. 

Q. Thank you. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 


Q. Mr. President, I am Bill Vorbeck, president of the 
St. Louis Police Officers Association. It is our opinion, 
the St. Louis Police Officers Association, that one of the 
most productive ways for federally funded agencies and 


commissions to operate at the local level, such agencies 
as LEAA, is to have input from the grassroots. 

Therefore, my question is: Does the Government have 
any plans that would permit local police associations to 
nominate one or two of their members to federally funded 
local boards so that the police officer on the street can 
have some input into the agency’s programs? 

Tue Preswent. Under the LEAA, Law Enforcement 
Assistance Act, that was passed about 1967 or 1968, the 
money goes to the State and then is filtered down to the 
local communities. The basic law provides that there 
shall be a commission at the State level, and I think each 
State has a different title, but it is a board or a commission 
that operates at the State level for the distribution or the 
recommendation for the distribution of the money that 
goes to the State for funneling to the local units of 
government. 

I think it would be helpful in each State to have that 
kind of representation. On the other hand, not knowing 
how each State sets up its board—some States may have 
20, some may have 5 on that board—I am just not 
familiar with that detail—but there ought to be some rep- 
resentation, let me put it in that context. How much, I 
am not qualified to say. There should be a point of view 
on that board from people who are on the firing line, 
so to speak. 

Q. Thank you. 

THE Preswent. I hope I didn’t get the Governor in 
trouble—[laughter]—or I didn’t get in trouble with the 
Governor, let me put it that way. [Laughter] 


STRIKES BY PUBLIC SERVICES EMPLOYEES 


Q. Mr. President, I am Joe Snyder of Gallatin, Mis- 
souri, the Missouri Press Association which represents the 
small city and small town newspapers of our State. Many 
people are becoming quite concerned about the strikes 
that are directly affecting various levels of government. 
We have seen law enforcement officers, firemen, teachers, 
garbage collectors, and postal workers—and I didn’t 
mean to tie those two together—[laughter|]—-strike or 
threaten strikes against the government, and I am told 
that the Armed Forces are themselves not immune to over- 
tures from those who would like to organize them. 

Now my question is, how far can these movements go 
without jeopardizing the historic role of public service 
jobs, and when does this type of pressure and coercion by 
those working for government and paid from tax money 
begin to approach the degree of rebellion or insurrection? 

Tue Presment. At the Federal level, there is no au- 
thority for Federal employees to strike. In fact, if I am cor- 
rect, I think it is prohibited. It is particularly so in the 
Postal Service. There is in the Postal Service legislation 
that was enacted in 1969 or 1970 a procedure by which if 
the new management of the Postal Service and the labor 
unions can’t agree, there is an arbitration procedure set 
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up whereby any irreconcilable differences can be medi- 
ated and decided by this arbitration board, and it is 
binding. 

That is the only instance that I am familiar with in the 
Federal Government where this procedure is used. It has 
never gone that far. There have been negotiations on two 
or three occasions that were difficult, but there was never 
any need to utilize that procedure. 

I feel that in the area of non-Federal Government 
employees—and I am now getting into an area where I 
have no authority and jurisdiction, so I am only express- 
ing opinion—that in the area of health and safety and 
security, there ought to be in that area—like we have in 
the Postal Service, which involves for the Federal Govern- 
ment a great responsibility—there ought to be some 
arbitration that ends in a decision if the two parties can’t 
negotiate. 

It seems to me that the population as a whole, our 
citizens as a whole, need some protection, as we have in 
the Federal Government, for the Postal Service in State 
and local units of government, and in some States that has 
been the case. 

There is a procedure that I think has merit that has 
been tried in some areas of labor-management differences 
where you have an arbitration board, and if they can’t 
agree, then each party—labor on the one hand, manage- 
ment on the other—submits its best offer for settlement 
and then the arbitration board has to pick one or the 
other. They can’t divide them in two. 

What does this do? It gets both management on the 
one hand and labor on the other hand to make the best 
possible offer in hopes that their view will be accepted, and 
it does not give to the arbitrator the right to cut it down 
the middle, which I don’t think in most cases is very good, 
and in this case where it has been used, it has been very 
successful. And I would urge that as an alternative to the 
usual arbitration procedure. 


INFLATION 


Q. Mr. President, Florence McGiffin, president of the 
Missouri Federation of Women’s Clubs. Some of our 
members have just returned from their spring buying of 
wearing apparel. Most of the merchandise is higher by 20 
to 25 percent. What can be done about the rising prices? 

Tue PresiwwEeNnT. The best way to battle inflation, or 
one of the best ways, in my humble opinion, is to get the 
Congress to stop spending a lot of the money that they are 
trying to throw away. And let me be specific, instead of 
perhaps being facetious. 

Last November and December I spent a good share of 
my time trying to put together the budget that by law the 
President has to submit to the Congress in January for 
action by them prior to July 1 of that year. 

When we sat down and literally spent hours, low and 
behold, we found that despite our efforts to turn the 


squeeze to cut back employment roughly 40,000, every- 
thing we could do, we ended up with a deficit of $52 bil- 
lion—$52 billion. 

I was dumbfounded. Then we submitted that to the 
Congress. And under the new Budget Act that Congress 
passed a year ago, they now have a responsibility to 
analyze the budget, set their spending limits, and come up 
with their deficit. 


Well, after I submitted the budget in January or 
February of this year, there were screams and hollers that 
I was a spendthrift. But you know what happened when 
they had to sit down and do the same job? They came up 
with a budget deficit figure of $68 billion. And now, 
despite that cutoff point that they set, they have now gone 
above it about $41 billion, so it is $70 billion or more. 

Somewhere along the line, we have to start controlling 
some of the programs that have gotten out of hand. I 
think we can, but if we don’t, these deficits, which will 
range between $60 and $75 billion this fiscal year and 
probably one of $30 to $50 billion next year, inflation 
will be very difficult to control, to get a handle on. 

Now, there are other things that can be done, but this 
is the one where the President and the Congress have a 
responsibility. And I can promise you to the extent and 
authority I have, we are going to keep vetoing spending 
bills that go beyond the budget I submitted, and that was 
high enough, as far as the deficit was concerned. 

Take the education bill that I vetoed. This last week 
the Congress overrode it three hundred and something to 
30 or 40 in the House, and in the Senate it was seventy 
something to 12. That single education bill will add $350 
million to spending in this year and $800 million next 
year over and above what I recommended, and I recom- 
mended more for this year than was made available last 
year. 


So, we didn’t cut anything back. But as long as they 
keep sending appropriation and spending bills above a 
reasonable figure, I am going to veto them. And I hope 
the Congress will finally awaken and find that they are 
the principal contributors to inflation in this country. 


ADVERTISING BY UTILITIES 


Q. Mr. President, I am Bob Kelly, the president of the 
Advertising Club of Greater St. Louis. And we applaud 
and support in principle the Government guidelines which 
set forth certain things to be followed concerning taste and 
truth and accuracy in advertising. However, before the 
Congress today there is a bill which would prohibit the 
utilities of the Nation from continuing to advertise their 
services to the public. We feel this is a very clear and seri- 
ous infringement on their right of free speech to com- 
municate with their customers and potential customers. 
If a bill of this sort did reach your desk, what would your 
position be? 
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Tue Presivent. I am often asked that question by 
Members of Congress as they go down the line in the legis- 
lative process. And I don’t think I should treat you any 
differently from them. [Laughter] 

My answer to them is, I will give you an answer to that 
legislation when it is placed on my desk, because there is 
a long, hard row between the introduction of a bill and 
its consideration by a committee, its consideration on the 
floor of the House and Senate, et cetera. 

Oftentimes, about all that is left in a bill is its original 
number. [Laughter] So, I learned a long time ago never 
to endorse or say you will vote against or veto a bill just 
by number. I got caught on that the first year or two I was 
in Congress. 

What I am saying is, basically, I don’t think there 
should be any prohibition against people or organizations 
exercising their right of free speech, and that is a very 
fundamental issue in this country, and it ought to be true 
of individuals or cooperatives or partnerships or any 
other organization, but I don’t think I ought to say to you 
I am going to veto that bill, not having read it, including 
the fine print, which is often most important. 

Q. I understand. Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE Present. Bill just reminded me, one, I am 
taking too long to answer the questions, and, therefore, 
we ought to cut it off, but as far as I am concerned, we 
will finish, so go ahead. 


THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Arthur Stoup. I am the 
president of the Missouri Bar. The Bar has noted with 
growing distress the incursion of the Federal bureaucracy 
and, at times, the Congress into matters of property rights 
and individual freedoms which by constitutional intent or 
by custom the States have in the past determined for their 
citizens. 

Mr. President, could not this Administration use its 
considerable influence in directing Federal agencies and 
requesting the Congress to recede from a policy of ex- 
panding the Federal role in these matters and permit the 
States and local communities to decide what is best and 
what is needed for their citizens? 

Tue Presment. I certainly think we should, and we 
are trying to do that. One of the pieces of legislation which 
was enacted 31% years ago fits into that precise philosophy 
you are talking about very properly. It is called general 
revenue sharing, where roughly $6 billion a year goes from 
the Federal Treasury, a third to the States, and two-thirds 
to the cities and counties, et cetera, without any strings. 
And that program carries out precisely what you are talk- 
ing about. 

The money goes from the Federal Treasury, having 
been taken in the first instance from the taxpayers of this 
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country, but going back to States and local units of gov- 
ernment without any strings attached for the exercise of 
local control in the expenditure of that money. 

We are trying to incorporate in many of the programs 
that we call block grants. Jim Lynn a year ago, when he 
was Secretary of HUD, got the Congress to consolidate 
six or seven, eight categorical grant programs into one 
and giving to the local community much more authority 
without Federal bureaucracy analyzing every individual 
project. 

So, we are aiming in that direction. We are trying to do 
it, and I think we are making some headway. But with a 
thousand categorical grant programs, that is a tough job, 
and every one of them has their own little constituency. 
They want everybody else’s program changed, but theirs 
is different. So, it is a hard process, but we are working 
at it. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q. Mr. President, my name is Robert Cohn, and I am 
chairman of the Regional Forum of the East-West Gate- 
way Coordinating Council. I have used up my time with 
just the title. We are charged with the responsibility as 
a group of private citizens—21 of us—to go over in some 
detail these 1,000 categorical grant programs that operate 
in the St. Louis area, and we are just a group of private 
citizens. And we find that in more cases than not we serve 
as a mere rubber stamp for some bureaucratic require- 
ment or deadline. 

Now, in addition to this very welcome White House 
Conference to provide meaningful citizen input, are there 
any other plans or programs as part of your program of 
cutting red-tape and opening up these activities to the 
people, to reduce this and to provide for meaningful and 
realistic citizen input on federal funded programs? 

THE Preswent. I can’t give you any added ones be- 
yond this kind of approach plus what the Vice President 
is undertaking with his meetings in nine or ten communi- 
ties around the country, but it has been my observation 
with all of this talent from the Cabinet and top places in 
the executive branch, and most of them have been to— 
three-quarters of them—that they get the message. The 
problem is to have them give the message down below 
and then have it carried out, but we are trying to do it, 
and let me give you an illustration. 

I made a speech, oh, several months ago, and I said 
there were 5,200 forms that people in toto in the United 
States had to fill out—5,200. And it sounded terrible, and 
I said we were going to get rid of them or some of them, 
and Jim Lynn is in charge of that responsibility. A year 
from that speech I am going to ask him how many forms 
we now have and it darn well better be under 5,000. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Thank you. 
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THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 


Q. Mr. President, Jim Cope. I am from the Missouri 
State Medical Association. The children born during 
World War II baby boom will go on social security in 
about 2000 to 2025. Children from our present near-zero 
population growth will hit the labor force at about the 
same time. It has been estimated that there will be three 
or four people going on to the social security roles for each 
one entering the labor force. Please, sir, could we have 
your comments, and what are the long-term plans for 
meeting this situation? 

THE PRESIDENT. There have been several recent studies 
on the adequacy of the trust fund, the payment schedule 
to meet the obligations under social security. The picture 
is not encouraging, to be frank with you. There are a num- 
ber of suggested ways to make certain, to make positive 
‘hat the beneficiaries down the road are guaranteed 
enough or are guaranteed what they were led to believe 
they would get. 

Some alternatives are just to take any deficiency out of 
the general fund. Others recommend that the present 
withholding of both the employer and the employee be 
increased. What is it now—about 11 percent for both em- 
ployer and employee. One proposal is to increase both 
contributions. Others say don’t worry about it, it is not 
as bad as the actuaries or the experts tell you, and don’t 
do it for political reasons one way or another. 

I think maybe we can get by a year or two, but in a 
relatively short period of time more is going out than com- 
ing in of the trust fund and we have roughly a year’s fund- 
ing available. Unfortunately, they are all in Government 
bonds so the Government will have to cash in those bonds 
to pay these people and then go out and borrow more 
money to finance the Federal Government. 

But it is a problem, and we have got to face up to it. 
The best estimate I have seen is that by the year 2000 if 
we don’t do something we will be in a serious deficit with 
no reserve and not enough to pay the beneficiaries. So, 
we have either got to get it out of the general fund, in- 
crease the ge limit, or we have got to increase the taxes, 
or we have got to put a cap on the benefits. The benefits 
today are escalated on a cost-of-living basis, and they are 
putting the sanctity of that trust fund in some jeopardy 
down the road not too far away. 

As long as we are talking about caps, I recommended 
that we put a cap this year of five percent on Federal Gov- 
ernment pay, on Federal retirement, social security, the 
whole range of things in order to get away from the budget 
deficit I described a few minutes ago. The present law 
says that every September I am supposed to recommend a 
cost-of-living increase for Federal pay. Well, the cost-of- 
living increase by this commission was 8.66 percent and 
by a new law passed just a month ago, Congress and 
judges and people in the executive branch were included. 

I had the temerity to recommend that that 8.66 per- 


cent be 5 percent rather than the higher figure. I am led 
to believe that my efforts to keep that difference which 
amounts to $1,600 million—just $1,600 million—will be 
overridden by either the House or the Senate. I hope you 
write your Congressmen and your Senators and tell them 
to stand firm and tough. This is just indicative of the kind 
of problems we are in—in a financial bind, at the present 
time. 
Q. Thank you, sir. 


COMMON SITUS PICKETING 


Q. Mr. President, I am Earl Dille, president of Asso- 
ciated Industries of Missouri, and I would like your posi- 
tion on the issue of the legalization of common situs picket- 
ing at construction projects. 

THE PresweEnt. I believe that the legislation originally 
introduced should be vetoed. I believe that there are 
amendments that have been added, that will be added, if 
they are added to force local union responsibility, then the 
legislation ought to be approved. I know the arguments 
that the building trades have gotten wage hikes of too high 
or too great an amount, and people say, “Don’t change 
the law.” 

My answer to that is they have gotten them under the 
present law. If they are inflationary, they came under the 
present circumstances. What we are trying to do with the 
amendments that we have advocated is to get some respon- 
sibility at the local level, and if they don’t achieve local 
responsibility the international unions have the right to 
veto it. I think that is a better way to achieve wage sta- 
bility in the construction field, and if those amendments 
are approved, I will support it; if they are not approved, 
I will veto it. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 


THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


Q. Mr. President, I am Bill Parrish, chairman of the 
Missouri American Revolution Bicentennial Commission. 
One of the hopes of the Bicentennial is to revivify the posi- 
tive aspects of American life so that the celebration be- 
comes a catalyst to a rededication of the American people 
to work together to build a better future. We are finding 
a great enthusiasm for this throughout Missouri. 

You talked just briefly about this in relation to the 
crime situation, but I wonder if you could give us a little 
more elaboration on how you think we can better focus in 
on this problem through the Bicentennial to get a better 
grip on moving forward with America. 

Tue Preswent. I believe our theme for the Bicenten- 
nial should be the rights of the individual operating within 
the law. I think the individual in the third century of our 
country should be free of mass education, mass industry, 
mass government. I think the right of the individual op- 
erating within the law without the heavy hand of govern- 
ment or any of the other massive organizations running 
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him, if we can achieve that, I think it will accomplish 
what you are seeking to accomplish. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


FEDERAL SUPPORT OF THE ARTS 


Q. Mr. President, I am Homer Sayad of the Arts and 
‘Educational Council of St. Louis. St. Louis has one of the 
most successful arts councils in the country. In 13 years it 
has raised over $14 million in private funds for the bene- 
fit of our cultural organizations. The National Endow- 
ment for the Arts, under its very able Chairman Nancy 
Hanks, has done much to stimulate the support for the 
arts from the private sector. The arts are not a luxury, as 
some people may think. They are a softening and hu- 
manizing factor and a very essential quality to our life. 

Is your Administration committed to the continued 
growth and development of Federal support of the arts 
through the National Endowment, and will you oppose 
tax measures which would tend to discourage and inhibit 
private contributions for the arts? 

THE PresmenT. It is my recollection that in the budget 
I submitted in January the arts and humanities program 
was one of the very few that got an increase. The partic- 
ular one you refer to, the arts, I recommended approx- 
imately $85 million, about a 10 percent increase over the 
previous fiscal year. 

The arts for the public—it is my recollection our de- 
ductions are appropriate under our Internal Revenue 
Code at the present time. I think that is accurate. So, I am 
not going to recommend it be deleted. 

Then let me say there has been some criticism that we 
didn’t have in the White House now an input in the arts 
and humanities. Well, I have got a pretty good one in our 
family, and she is a lot more influential on me in this area 
than any appointed person. I am married to her, and she 
does pretty well by it. [Laughter] 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom at 
Stouffer’s Riverfront Towers. 


Kansas City, Missouri 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Kansas City Municipal Airport. September 12, 1975 


Tue Preswent. It is delightful to be in this part of the 
country. We love it, and we are coming back next Au- 
gust, and we are looking forward to a very successful con- 
vention. We are just delighted to have the opportunity 
to be here in the Middle West. 

Q. Mr. President, can I ask you why you dropped the 
reference about holding America hostage in the last part 
of your speech in St. Louis? 


THE PresweEntT. I don’t recall any—you mean in the 
comments to the White House Conference? I decided 
that I had followed the script sufficiently in various 
speeches, and I thought I would incorporate some short- 
ened version, give the people more opportunity to ask 
questions. And so I just condensed it. 

Q. Do you still feel that way, sir? 

Tue PresivenT. I feel that what I said was the thing 
I wanted to say, and I felt it was better that more people 
had an opportunity to ask questions than for me to make 
a speech. 

It is really nice to see you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:22 p.m. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Overland Park, Kansas 


The President’s Remarks to Members of the Capitol 
Club. September 12, 1975 


Thank you very much, Jack, Governor Bob Bennett and 
Mrs. Bennett, Jim Pearson, Larry Winn, Garner 
Shriver—lI think I have covered all the Congressional del- 
egation. If I haven’t I will hear about it, although the 
others, Keith and Joe and Bob Dole—they are very close 
and dear friends of mine: 

I do appreciate very much all of you being here. 

First, let me congratulate the Republican Parties of 
Kansas and Missouri for your success in working together 
to bring the Republican Convention to Kansas City next 
August. I never let my feelings be involved in that, but I 
will say to you I couldn’t have been happier. Betty and I 
and, I think, most of our family will be here, and we look 
forward very greatly to the convention in 1976. 

Since Governor Bennett and I have worked very closely 
together in the past on a number of matters, tonight I am 
going to make him an offer which I honestly don’t think 
Bob can resist. Bob, I will give you a bedspread for the 
Governor’s mansion if you get me a room for the con- 
vention in 1976. [Laughter] 

As I said, the opportunity for us as a party to come out 
to Kansas in 1976 is wonderful for our party. And it is, I 
hope, going to be a shot in the arm for the Middle West 
and Kansas, particularly. 

I was told that yesterday on the floor of the House, the 
Democratic majority leader of the House, Tip O’Neill of 
Massachusetts, got up and said in one of his tirades about 
how unwise it was for the Republicans to go to Kansas 
City, because the last time that they had a convention here 
Herbert Hoover was nominated. [Laughter] 

Well, John Rhodes, who is a good Kansan, the Repub- 
lican minority leader of the House of Representatives, 
then got up and said he thought it was much wiser for us 
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to go to Kansas City than for the Democrats to go to 
“Debt City”—New York City. [Laughter] 

I happen to agree that we have made a good choice, 
and I am looking forward to it, as well as Betty. 

You in Kansas have a great heritage and a tradition of 
fine people, a wonderful economy. And you also have the 
tradition of superior people, such as Ike Eisenhower and 
William Allen White, men who have made history not 
only for your State but for our country. 

I might add that none has stood taller than my good 
friend Alf Landon. I understand that next week Alf will 
be celebrating his 88th birthday, and I am sure all of us 
wish him the very, very best, not only on the 88th but for 
many, many more to come. 

Now, let me just say a word or two about what I think 
of the Kansas delegation. You have, in the delegation that 
represents you in Washington in the Senate, two outstand- 
ing Senators—Jim Pearson and Bob Dole. I have worked 
with both of them over the years. And I think from my 
own experience of 25 years in the House of Representa- 
tives, I can tell quality of either Senators or Members of 
the House, and I do wish to compliment you from Kansas 
for having two outstanding Members of the United States 
Senate. 

I never had the privilege of serving in the Senate, ex- 
cept for an interim period as Vice President, and then they 
don’t let you say anything. [Laughter] 

But anyhow, I did have a great honor of serving almost 
26 years in the House of Representatives, and during 
that time I got to know Larry Winn, Keith Sebelius, Gar- 
ner Shriver, and Joe Skubitz. 

The Kansas delegation had a very unique—I don’t 
know whether it was an honor or not, but they had a 
responsibility. In 1965, in January, when I ran for minor- 
ity leader of the House of Representatives, I was contest- 
ing the establishment. And the Kansas delegation unani- 
mously, in the House of Representatives, supported me 
and, therefore, contributed significantly to the landslide 
victory that I had of 73 to 67. [Laughter] And it was your 
delegation in Kansas that really tipped the balance. 


But as I look at the responsibilities that your House 
Members have representing the Republican Party in 
Kansas, you cover a broad spectrum with their assign- 
ments in committee and elsewhere. So, I can assure you, 
on the basis of quality and talent and experience, you in 
Kansas are well represented. And I hope you send every 
one of them back next year and you add one. [Laughter] 
That would be very helpful. 

We have some problems in this country. In the 13 
months that I have been President, we have had our ups 
and downs. We had some problems when I was sworn in. 
We have some today. But with the help of people like 
yourselves, with the help of people in Congress, mainly 
Republicans but a few Democrats, we have made a sig- 
nificant rate of progress in many areas. We failed in some 
others. 


I happen to feel that in the area of foreign policy we 
have made significant headway. We have made a giant 
step forward for peace in the Middle East. We have 
strengthened our alliance in Europe. We are seeking to 
make a good two-way street negotiated settlement for a 
strategic arms limitation. 

At home we went through a terrible recession, but we 
are on the way out of it. We still have inflation that is far 
too high, but if we can keep the irresponsibles in Con- 
gress from spending too much money, we can win that 
battle against inflation. 

Let me mention a matter. Some of the columnists have 
been critical of me for vetoing a sizable number of bills— 
I think it’s 37 as of the last count. Some so-called experts 
have alleged that a veto is a negative action. That is a 
total misconception of the veto power. 

The Constitution gives to a President the constitutional 
authority to veto. And what it amounts to is, by constitu- 
tional authority, a President can veto in order to give the 
Congress more time to think about whether they made the 
right decision or not. 


Let me give you two illustrations where a veto in one 
instance saved almost $2 billion. Isn’t that right, Garner? 
I recommended $1,900 million. The Congress added $2 
billion more. I vetoed it. The House sustained it. And the 
net result was that we ended up with about a $2 billion 
savings. Isn’t that constructive? Well, I could go through 
some others and do the same. 

I don’t like to veto legislation, but I have a responsi- 
bility. And, fortunately, with the help of good, strong 
Members of the House and the Senate, we have been able 
to sustain enough so that about $6 billion in unnecessary 
expenditures have been saved. 

A number of you have mentioned to me, as I have met 
you, the problem of energy. In January of this year, I sub- 
mitted a comprehensive 200-page energy program that 
would have conserved energy, produced new sources of 
energy in the United States, and taken us on a step toward 
freeing us from the vulnerability of foreign oil cartels. 

Most people don’t realize that every day that goes by, 
the United States becomes more and more vulnerable to 
foreign oil decisions—not our decisions, their decisions. 
And we have been trying to stimulate production at 
home and conserve within our own country, but so far 
we haven’t been able to move the Congress off dead 
center. 

I hope we will get some headway now in this last 
effort, but I have gone the last mile—more than halfway. 
And if we don’t get a solution on this occasion, I think 
we have no choice but to take a very strong stand and 
say, “If you won’t compromise, we can’t either,” because 
we have gone more than halfway. I think Garner and 
Larry and the others would agree. 


It is so simple, in my opinion. Do you know how much 
we have paid out in foreign oil? In 1972 or ’73 we were 
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paying $3 billion a year. This year we are paying $25 
billion a year. That is $25 billion a year that goes to 
foreign oil producers, takes jobs away from Americans. 
That money, if we had adequate production in America, 
would stay home. Wouldn’t that be constructive? 

Well, I appreciate the help that Jim Pearson and Bob 
Dole and the House delegation have given. This ought 
not to be a partisan issue, but, unfortunately, there are 
some aspects of it that appear to be that. 

Let me add a special comment. Betty’s and my daugh- 
ter, Susan, was out here last summer. She had a terrific 
time, and all of you from Kansas were so nice to her. And I 
thank each and every one of you. The Governor and 
Mrs. Bennett were especially thoughtful and helpful, and 
for that, Bob, we are very grateful. 

But let me add, concerning Bob, I have had a fair 
amount of experience with Governors, and I can say 
without any hesitation or qualification that all of you in 
Kansas are very fortunate to have Bob as your Governor. 

Now, let me conclude with this final comment. Seventy- 
six is a big year, and a major part of that competition 
is going to be kicked off right here in your great State. I 
think we will have candidates. I think we have the 
workers. And, obviously by your attendance here, we 
have people who will help to support it in a financial way. 

It is a combination of good candidates, good workers, 
good financial help, plus sound principles. And as I look 
at our policies, our principles, I think they are the ones 
that appeal to most Americans. 

We believe in fiscal responsibility, both at the State 
as well as the national level. 

We believe that we should have a national defense 
program second to none in order to ensure peace. 

Thirdly, we believe that local government, either at 
the local level or at the State level, is the best way to run 
our country. I don’t think we need the bureaucrats in 
Washington telling Bob Bennett or the local mayors how 
to run their respective responsibilities. Local control—the 
people that you know are infinitely better prepared to do 
the job than somebody on the banks of the Potomac. 

And then I think it is important that we make a special 
effort to make certain and to make positive that indi- 
viduals have a growth of freedom rather than the heavy 
hand of government. 

The third century of our country ought to emphasize 
the freedom of the individual. We are all different. We 
shouldn’t have mass education. We shouldn’t have mass 
government. We shouldn’t have mass labor unions. We 
shouldn’t have ourselves computerized according to what 
some machine says. 

The strength of America has been its diversity. The 
beauty of Joseph’s coat is its many colors. That is the 
strength of America. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. at the Ramada Inn 
Southwest. 


Kansas City, Missouri 


The President’s Remarks at a Republican Fundraising 
Dinner. September 12, 1975 


Thank you, Dutton, Governor Kit Bond, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor Bill Phelps, Jack Danforth, Gene Taylor, Lowell 
McCuskey, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is really great to be here, and I appreciate no end the 
more than generous observations and conclusions. We 
have got along way to go between now and November of 
1976, but I can’t help but reminisce a bit that it was the 
Middle West that kind of got me started back in 1965 on 
my interest in, and success in, the Republican leadership 
in the House of Representatives, and I guess I am a little 
nostalgic about what the Middle West can do in 1976, 
based on a little history. 

So, I thank the kind words from Dutton and I am most 
grateful for the very warm reception, and I thank all of 
you for being here. 


Let me say that I have a prepared text here, and as 
my friends from the press know, on occasion I don’t use 
it. [Laughter] So, I am not going to use it tonight. They 
have written all their stories, and it will be in the papers, 
but I will just talk to you as friends. 


First, let me congratulate all of you in the great State 
of Missouri for the outstanding Governor that you have 
in Kit Bond. Over a long period of time, I have seen Gov- 
ernors come and go, and you get a feeling—those that are 
going to stay and make a real record, yes, in their respec- 
tive State, but potentially on a broader basis. And I say 
in Kit Bond you have got a real fine Governor who has a 
great future. 


Somebody told me when I came to Missouri earlier 
today that Bill Phelps had a special name, something like 
“Full-time Phelps.” Well, I like to see the number two 
man work at the job a hundred percent, and that is exactly 
what Bill is doing, and congratulations, Bill. 


But you have an opportunity in the State of Missouri 
in 1976 tosend a first-class, outstanding, young, attractive, 
articulate United States Senator, and I certainly hope you 
do precisely that with Jack Danforth. 

Gene Taylor is a man of quality. He has done a fine job. 
But we need a little quantity from the State of Missouri 
in the House of Representatives, and I think Gene would 
like it, and, believe me, it would be a great addition to the 
House of Representatives if you could add from our side 
of the aisle some new and equally attractive, articulate, 
able people. It would help us in 1977, 1978, in trying to 
do some of the affirmative things that must be done if we 
are to change some of the directions, if we are to move 
ahead. 

And so, in those areas where there may be some vacan- 
cies for one reason or another, this is a unique opportunity 
to get some good candidates and to support them in the 
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field, in the precincts, with adequate and proper financial 
support. So, I urge that Missouri again have more than 
just one [Republican] Member of the House of 
Representatives. 

I couldn’t be happier that we are having our conven- 
tion here in the Middle West, Kansas City, Kansas, or 
Kansas City, Missouri. Aren’t you all one family? You 
worked hard to get the convention. 

I must tell a story. The good Governor more or less al- 
luded to it, but I am told—I am not repeating what I 
said but I am told—that yesterday on the floor of the 
House of Representatives that the Democratic majority 
leader from the State of Massachusetts got up and started 
to ridicule the Republican decision to come to Kansas City 
and he alleged that it was a mistake because the last Re- 
publican Convention held in Kansas City nominated 
Herbert Hoover. [Laughter] 

But then my successor in the House of Representatives 
as the minority leader, a good Kansan Middle Westerner 
who now lives in and represents Arizona, got up, and he 
said he understood why the Democrats were going to New 
York City. New York City was in serious financial prob- 
lems, better known as “Debt City,” and that was identi- 
cal with the philosophy of the Democratic Party. 

So, we are pleased and honored to be invited, and I am 
especially pleased to know that we will be out here in 
August, and we look forward to seeing you then, if not 
before. 

Now let me, if I might, talk for just a few minutes 
about some of the problems we have, some of the areas 
where we have made some headway and where we have 
been very frustrated and have made little or no success. 

Thirteen months ago when I became President we had 
a serious inflation problem—12 to 14 percent on an an- 
nual basis. We were on the brink of a serious recession. 
We have gone through a very traumatic economic situ- 
ation in the last 12 or 13 months. But because we had a 
steady, forthright approach of trying to do something 
constructive and responsible in the area of fiscal policy 
and because we have not panicked and gone for a quick 
fix when a permanent effort was the better way to go, we 
have made considerable, substantial headway in the area 
of inflation. 

We are down now half of what it was a year ago. That 
is not good enough, and it won’t be satisfactory. We are 
going to continue to try and control, regardless of the 
Congress, in the area of fiscal affairs. We are going to try 
and maintain the kind of steadiness and forthrightness 
and determination that is essential if we are going to keep 
our Federal budget under some degree of responsible 
control. 


Now I have heard some criticism from some of my 
good Democratic friends. They say a $60-billion deficit is 
too much. I agree. But we are trying to do something 
about it, and they have established a deficit for the cur- 


rent fiscal year not at $60 billion or not at less than $60 
billion but $69 billion, and they have already exceeded it 
by their own actions. 

So, we can say in all honesty and sincerity, based on 
the record, that we are truly seeking a policy of fiscal re- 
sponsibility and doing something about it. All we need 
are more troops, people that will stand up and say that 
we can’t do this, we have to be responsible and serious 
about how we handle the taxpayer’s money. 

Yes, we have had unemployment much too high, and 
we are trying to do something about that, but there are 
those who say if you just turn a spigot all of a sudden 
you can end unemployment. Most responsible people say 
there is no quick fix. Most responsible people say that 
you have to seek to get the increase in employment out 
of the private sector rather than out of the public sector. 

And I am glad to report despite the fact that unem- 
ployment is still at 8.4 percent that in the last 4 or 5 
months, since March, we have added 1,500,000 more 
people gainfully employed in the private sector, and we 
are going to have more progress in that regard. And I am 
convinced that if we don’t panic, if we don’t get irrespon- 
sible, we can look forward to a slow but constructive de- 
cline in the unemployment figure as we give individuals 
in the private sector the kind of employment that is good 
for them and good for the country. 

Let me speak for a moment, if I could, about energy. 
As you all know, in 1973 there was a blowup in the Mid- 
dle East. The net result was that we had an oil embargo 
imposed by the OPEC nations. It triggered substantial 
increases in oil prices. 

We were first strained to get any oil, and then after 
the settlement in the Middle East the prices zoomed. 
Whereas in 1972 we were spending for foreign oil about 
$3 billion a year, after the price increase following the 
embargo, today we are spending $25 billion a year, pay- 
ing it to OPEC, which means, if you translate it into 
the figures of an individual family, it means that every 
individual family is paying today about $350 more a year 
for fuel, and it is all going overseas to OPEC. 

Wouldn’t it be better to have those extra prices paid 
to American oil producers rather than paying them over- 
seas? 

Now, how are we going to solve our energy problem? 

First we have to recognize that we are extremely vul- 
nerable to foreign oil cartels. If they wanted to turn the 
spigot tomorrow our whole economic progress in the last 
6 or 8 months would go down the drain, and they could 
because today we buy roughly 40 percent of our oil over- 
seas. So, what we in America have to do is become invul- 
nerable to foreign oil dictates. 

Now, how do you do that? You conserve on the one 
hand—and it must be admitted that the United States, be- 
cause energy was very cheap for many, many years, we 
have wasted it, we have squandered it, we haven’t been 
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careful how we used it, so we have to conserve. And there 
are many things each of us individually and businesses can 
do and governments can do, but in addition to that, we 
have to produce more at home. 

You can’t produce more if you aren’t going to let 
people get a return on their investment. Oh, I know it is 
very easy for the demagogs to get up and make the 
speeches which Gene Taylor has heard in the House of 
Representatives and I have heard innumerable times, but 
it is pure demagoguery. You don’t increase production by 
controlling prices. All you do is spread a scarcity, that is 
what you really do. 

So, we have to find an answer on the short haul to 
increase production domestically. In January of this year, 
I submitted to the Congress a 200-page bill that was a 
comprehensive energy program that would have con- 
served, produced more, and it would have given us the 
wherewithal to increase our research and development in 
some of the exotic areas—geothermal, solar, and the rest. 

Isn’t it hard to believe that since January of this year 
there hasn’t been one meaningful energy bill passed by the 
Congress? Not one. Isn’t that right, Gene? Not one. It is 
unforgiveable. And if the Congress doesn’t do something, 
they are going to be responsible for the increasing vulner- 
ability of this country to foreign oil cartels. 

Now, I would rather have an answer than a political 
issue, and we have gone the last mile, we have gone 
better than 50 percent trying to get an answer, and in all 
honesty, so far there hasn’t been any progress on their 
part. 

Well, we have got another 60 days, or we are about to 
get 60 days. I can recall vividly in, I think it was, Febru- 
ary, they pleaded with me to give them 60 days, they 
would pass an energy program. That 60 days passes. Then 
they wanted another time limit. Then they wanted an- 
other time limit. And the net result is zero. 

Well, all I am saying is the American people are 
smarter than the politicians. They know we have an 
energy problem. They know we have to do something 
about it. They won’t tolerate being vulnerable to foreign 
sources, and we are going to get it somehow, someway, 
because America needs it, and America deserves strength 
at home in the energy field. 


Now, let me, if I might, talk about something that some 
of our columnist friends have written about. They have 
said I have vetoed 37 bills passed by the Congress, and 
they make it an evil thing. 

I am glad I did because I think we have achieved some 
higher degree of fiscal responsibility in vetoing. Some peo- 
ple allege that a veto is a negative act. I am sure you have 
been accused of that, haven’t you, Kit, that you are against 
progress, that it is negative and, therefore, something aw- 
fully evil about it. 

First, let me say that in the Constitution of the United 
States there is the authority given to the President to veto, 


so it is a constitutional right of the President. And our 
forefathers were so wise to give that veto authority con- 
stitutionally because every once in a while a Congress acts 
very irresponsibly, and a veto is a power given by the 
Constitution to tell the Congress maybe you made a mis- 
take, maybe you ought to take a little time and think about 
it, maybe you ought to correct the error that you made, 
and oftentimes it works out that way. 

Let me give you one concrete example. Sometime early 
in the spring I recommended $1,900 million for a sum- 
mer youth program and a public service employment 
program. The Congress took $1.9 billion recommenda- 
tion by me and added $2 billion, with a whole batch of 
totally irrelevant logrolling, pork barrel projects. So, I 
vetoed it. It was sustained in the House of Representa- 
tives, and they came back with virtually the bill that I 
recommended. 

Now, we have done this on a number of occasions, and 
the net result, according to the statisticians, is we have 
saved $6 billion in taxpayer’s money. I think that was 
worth the effort. 

What I am saying is that domestically it has been a hard 
fight. It hasn’t been pleasant, but we have made headway 
by being candid, forthright, determined, and I think the 
public is on our side—I think not only Republicans but 
Independents. 

And as a result I believe we have created the climate 
that gives our party and our candidates an opportunity to 
run on a record of responsibility fiscally, a party that has 
a record of trying to do what was right and not neces- 
sarily what was political. 

Now, we are going to continue in the domestic area of 
trying to be straightforward, firm, openminded. In the 
field of foreign policy, we are going to continue our efforts 
of trying to negotiate rather than confront, and the best 
evidence of that is what was achieved in the last few weeks 
in getting two nations together that couldn’t in the past 
agree—Egypt and Israel—to settle the problem in the 
Middle East. 

And I give full credit to the genius of Henry Kissinger, 
who did a superb job in taking two longstanding nations 
of vast differences, and the net result is we have made 
progress toward peace in that very volatile, difficult area, 
but wherever we go around the world, we are going to 
keep the pressure on, the pressure on for peace with 
strength, fairness, and I believe the record will be one on 
the plus side. 

But what makes it possible for us to have that capability 
is very simple. It is a military program second to none, not 
to wage war, but to ensure the peace. 

I know from my negotiations and discussions with world 
leaders they respect us because we are strong. They will 
work with us because we are able. And, therefore, it is ex- 
tremely important that America maintain an Army, a 
Navy, an Air Force, and Marines that is second to none, 
not for war, but for peace. And that is what we have. 


Volume 11—Number 38 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 1009 


One final observation, if I might. I have made quite a 
campaign about trying to get the Government off your 
back, whether it is through the executive branch or 
through the regulatory agencies. I am not advocating all 
regulation—certainly not that that involves health and 
safety—stripped, but there are some obsolete regulations, 
there are some obsolete laws, there are some bureaucrats 
that hang on to power like they had to have it to live. 

We are going to get rid some of these things. We are 
going to get rid of them because during a period of time 
when the last 25 years, to my own personal knowledge, 
there was this effort made to expand controls and to in- 
crease regulation. 

I used to sit in the Chamber of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and I would listen to these arguments about 
they had to do this for the people and they had to do that 
for the people and so forth. 

I was reminded one time of a saying that was given to 
me a good many years ago of a man who said, “Don’t ever 
forget that a government big enough to give you every- 
thing you want is a government big enough to take from 
you everything you have.” 

I thank you all for being here and supporting and mak- 
ing the party fiscally solvent in the great State of Missouri. 

I thank you all for the friendship you have given and 
the hospitality that you have expressed. I love Kit Bond 
and Jack Danforth, and I love Gene Taylor. I just hope 
that you will send them back for the good of Missouri, but 
for the good of the country. 

I can’t say that I am going to wish you well on Octo- 
ber 4, however, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. I know you will 
play very well, and you will be treated extremely well. 
I have played a few ball games in that stadium. But let me 
say I love Missourians, and I thank you for the wonderful 
day and the fine evening. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:09 p.m. at the Alameda Plaza 
Hotel. 


National Federation of 
Republican Women 


The President’s Remarks to the Federation’s 18th 
Biennial Convention in Dallas, Texas. 
September 13, 1975 


Thank you very, very much, Connie, Mary Louise, Sen- 
ator John Tower, distinguished Members of the Congress, 
Bill Archer, Alan Steelman, Jim Collins, Frank Gaston, 
Jack Kemp, Governor Bond: 

Thanks very much, Kit, for the wonderful day that 
we had in the State of Missouri yesterday. It was just a 


terrific day, and I thank you and your wife Carolyn for 
your kindness and hospitality. 

Anne Armstrong, it is wonderful to see you. We thank 
you for the super job that you did for so long. It is nice 
to be in your State. 

Let me thank all of you for the especially warm and 
friendly welcome. I have heard nothing but wonderful 
comments about the convention—the enthusiasm, the 
dedication, and the conviction. 

You know, there is a slogan that says, “Never under- 
estimate the power of a woman.” I can assure you the 
National Federation is an organization of Republican 
women whose power, prestige, perception, and purpose 
will never be underestimated by anyone. I know it. You 
know it. And next year a lot of Democratic candidates 
are going to know it, too. 

First, let me thank President Connie Armitage for her 
introduction, and let me also thank Connie on behalf of 
all Republicans for her quarter century of outstanding 
contribution to our party. Connie, you have made ex- 
cellence look all too easy. 

But the Federation has always been very rich in ex- 
ceptional leadership, and I know that Pat Utar will con- 
tinue this great tradition of outstanding executive achieve- 
ment. As one chief executive to another, I pledge, Pat, 
my fullest cooperation in putting our party’s principles 
to work throughout the length and the breadth of this 
United States. 

The Republican Party, its men and women, will be 
facing an historical challenge next year. Nineteen seventy- 
six will determine whether we can regain our numbers, our 
stature, our effectiveness on the national political scene, or 
whether America is truly on the road to one-party rule. To 
meet this challenge, we need the spirit, the determination, 
and, above all, the talent of all Republicans. We need your 
help, as I have gotten that wonderful help over the years 
from the Michigan delegation here at this time. 

Frankly, I have had it with the negative attitude that 
would write a self-fulfilling prophesy of doom for Amer- 
ica. I have heard much too much from people who say 
everything is falling apart, how the quality of life in 
America is sliding downhill, how the dollar is worthless, 
how muggers and murderers have driven everyone behind 
locked doors, and how even the President of the United 
States should stop visiting public places and seeing the 
American people. 

I have had it with that attitude. I did not take the 
sacred oath of office to preside over the decline and fall of 
the United States of America. I most emphatically re- 
ject the scenario of pessimism. In contrast, I look to the 
future and to building upon the proud past of America. 

In America’s first century, a young nation forged po- 
litical institutions responsive to the people. Unity grew 
from diversity. 
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Our second century transformed America into the most 
productive nation that ever existed. America vibrated 
with pioneer courage, the achievements of industry, agri- 
culture, and free trade unions, the incentives of the free 
enterprise system, and the sharing of gains at both home 
and abroad. 

Our third century begins in less than a year. Let this 
new era be one of fulfillment for the individual. I see a 
century devoted to the quality of personal and family and 
community life. I see people solving problems rather than 
wallowing in despair. I see our people making their own 
decisions rather than abdicating their future to the mas- 
sive big brother governmental structures or turning their 
lives to the 1984 nightmare script of what our third cen- 
tury could be. 

It is my fervent conviction that a government big 
enough to give you everything you want is a government 
big enough to take from you everything you have. 

I ask you to share my vision of a third American cen- 
tury in which the individual, not the government, makes 
personal choices. I am confident that the American spirit 
that brought us to our 200th birthday has produced men 
and women who are determined to prevail over the agen- 
cies and bureaus of government that would reduce human 
beings to computerized abstractions. 

I see American individualism as the sentinel of 1976 
standing watch over the future. Never forget that in 
America our sovereign is the citizen. The government 
exists to serve the people. Government must never become 
an unresponsive monstrosity that masters everyone and 
is responsive to no one. 

My vision of America’s third century is a time 
of achievement, rather than apathy, fostering human 
growth and spiritual and moral greatness. 

Two centuries of struggle won for America a great 
measure of political and economic independence, and I 
am proud to be President of a free government that checks 
and balances its own excesses. I am proud of a free eco- 
nomic system which corrects its own errors, controlled by 
the marketplace of free and enlightened consumers. 

I am especially proud to be a member of a political 
party that cherishes the individual and believes in gov- 
ernment that does for the individual only that which he 
or she cannot achieve alone. That is what freedom is all 
about. 

Let me add at this point, if I might, a matter of deep 
concern to me, a matter that I am positive is of deep con- 
cern to all those here and 214 million Americans: We 
have tried hard, we have written laws, we have appro- 
priated money to accomplish quality education for the 
young in America. In 1954 the courts of this country 
decided that one way, in their estimation, to achieve that 
was court-ordered forced busing. Now, regardless of how 
we individually may feel, the law of the land must be 
upheld. 


But if I could give you a view that I have expressed, 
not just recently but for 10 or more years, there is a better 
way to achieve quality education in America than by 
forced busing. We can and we will find a better way. 

We can increase pupil-teacher ratios. We can improve 
facilities, have more and better equipment, rely more 
heavily on the neighborhood school concept. There is a 
way, and we must find it. 

Our forebearers who founded this great Nation were 
driven by a passion to be individuals. They created a 
system of government that gave form and substance to 
that revolutionary goal. But then the politicians and the 
theorists began to intrude upon this individuality with 
theories that big government and Federal spending could 
cure every social evil. 

They began to preach that our free enterprise system 
needed oppressive government rules and regulations to 
protect the individual. They started a trend that now 
threatens to engulf us as individuals as well as the entire 
Nation. A trickle of Federal spending for human needs 
has become a tidal wave under Democratic Congressional 
action. 


Some laws needed to promote competition have be- 
come a maze of regulations that are strangling our eco- 
nomic system. Every new dollar appropriated, every new 
law that fetters free enterprise erodes personal freedom. 
We are losing that freedom that made it possible to build 
this, a truly great Nation. 

The flood of Federal spending covers a wide range of 
income redistribution programs—programs enacted by 
the Congress under which a qualified system is automati- 
cally entitled to specific benefits. Some of these programs 
are necessary and commendable, but in this fiscal year 
those laws enacted by the Congress will total in a 12- 
month period more than $168 billion. They will eat up 
more than 45 percent of total Federal expenditures. 

Ever-increasing government spending for all social pro- 
grams literally threatens our whole economy. If that 
spending grows at the rate of the last 20 years, by the year 
2000 half of the people in this Nation will be living off 
the other half. That will significantly change our form of 
government. This trend must be reversed, and it will be 
reversed. 

Everybody here knows my record in the Congress, 
where I was fortunate to win five Watchdog of the Treas- 
ury Awards every year they were issued while I was a 
Member of the Congress. 

In the White House I have continued to fight the big 
spenders, but it takes a little time to undo the damage 
caused by 25 years of wreckless Democratic spending. And 
if not stopped, this Democratic Congress will balloon this 
year’s budget deficit to $70 billion, $80 billion, or even 
possibly $100 billion. Are you going to let that happen? 

The only weapon available to outnumbered Congres- 
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sional Republicans is the veto. I have used it, and if neces- 
sary I will use it again and again and again. 

These vetoes are positive. The framers of our Constitu- 
tion intended that they should be. The experts tell me that 
my vetoes in this year alone will save taxpayers some $6 
billion by 1977. I think that is positive action by any 
standard. 
_ In addition, these vetoes have resulted often in far bet- 

ter legislation. When I vetoed irresponsible bills and 
enough Congressmen agreed to sustain the veto, the Con- 
gress was forced to come up with better bills, more or less 
along the original lines that I proposed. 

Senator Tower knows that in the housing bill. Others 
on the Committee on Appropriations know that when 
Congress—on a bill that I felt had to provide for sum- 
mer youth employment—a reasonable, necessary budget 
request for $1,900 million—the Congress loaded it up 
and larded it up with another $2 billion in unnecessary 
pork barrel spending. I had a veto, and the Congress 
sustained it, and we came back with a reasonable figure. 

What I am trying to say is that a veto can be used for 
affirmative action as the drafters of the Constitution pro- 
vided in that document. 

Now, I have heard that some of the wild-spending, more 
liberal Democrats in the Congress want to switch billions, 
billions of dollars from national defense—money for the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines—into more social 
programs. That would be dead wrong. If they don’t al- 
ready know it, I am going to fight them every step of the 
way. 

As we approach the campaign year of 1976, the air 
will soon be filled with’ the voices of candidates, the 
rumbles of bandwagons, and questions of pollsters. Poll- 
sters aren’t the only ones who will be asking some ques- 
tions. Here this morning, I have some questions of my 
own to ask. 

Do you want your President to accept, without a fight, 
budget-busting appropriation bills? Let’s put it another 
way. Do you want to be deep in the heart of Texas or 
deep in the heart of taxes? [Laughter] 

Another question. Do you want your President to open 
the United States Treasury to every city that hasn’t or 
won’t responsibly manage its fiscal affairs? 

Do you want your President to roll over and play dead 
while Congress passes more and more legislation to 
strangle free enterprise? 

Do you want your President to go along with those who 
abdicate State and local responsibility to a massive Federal 
bureaucracy? 

Do you want your President to accept legislation that 
will continue America’s dependence on unreliable for- 
eign oil? 

Do you want your President to accept, without a fight, 
slashes in our defense program that would make America 
number two in a world where only number one counts? 


As Americans concerned about the future of this great 
Nation, your Republican answer to every one of those 
questions has been a resounding no, and I thank you for it. 

I agree with you, and I intend to fight with everything 
at my command to make sure that we have fiscal respon- 
sibility in government, a vigorous free enterprise system, a 
strong national defense, local control over local affairs, 
and preservation of personal freedom for the individual. 

Today, the Republican Party and the American people 
are in tune and in step, and they are an unbeatable com- 
bination. With your talent and with your enthusiasm and 
with your help, we can make 1976 a year all Republicans 
and Independents will remember and Democrats may 
never forget. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the Dallas Convention 
Center. 


Southern Methodist University 


The President’s Remarks at a Special Convocation in 
Dallas, Texas, Commemorating the Nation’s 
Bicentennial and the University’s 60th Anniversary. 
September 13, 1975 


Chancellor Tate, President Zumberge, Senator Tower, 
Congressman Steelman, Secretary Clements, members of 
the faculty, student body, alumni, and guests: 

It is really a very great honor and a very high privilege 
for me to be here this afternoon, and I thank you, 
Chancellor Tate, and those in authority for giving me 
this honorary degree. 

I couldn’t help but think, as you suggested, that I might 
try out for and hopefully help the SMU football team. 
[Laughter] You are extending an invitation that is not 
justified. I played football at the University of Michigan 
so far back it was back when the ball was round. 
[Laughter] That wouldn’t help you very much against 
Florida tonight. 

Just before I left Washington yesterday morning, I did 
receive a bit of very good news. Bill Clements, our Dep- 
uty Secretary of Defense as well as the former chairman 
of SMU’s board of governors, informed me that I had 
been named the first and only honorary member of your 
sensational Mustang Band. All I can say is, I have always 
been proud to be a Ford. In the future, I will be even 
more proud to be a Ford Mustang. [Laughter] 

I am honored to address this opening autumn convo- 
cation beginning the historic year of SMU’s 60th anni- 
versary as well as your participation in the national Bi- 
centennial. 

I am extremely pleased to congratulate your new Pres- 
ident, Dr. Jim Zumberge. As he indicated, I have known 
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Jim from his very first days as first president of Grand 
Valley State College in Michigan in the district that I 
had the honor of representing for some 25 years. He 
started that school literally from a cornfield, and now 
through capabilities and experience and talent, it is great 
to see him here as the new president of this great univer- 
sity. 

I knew Jim not only as a distinguished educator and 
scientist but as an American who believes in the possibili- 
ties of the human individual. I am confident that under 
his presidency SMU will instill into the Bicentennial year 
a vision of the future—a vision that typifies the great 
State of Texas and this distinguished university which 
has done so much to demonstrate what is right with 
America. And I have no doubt whatsoever that Texas 
will instill in your distinguished new president an even 
greater appreciation of what is right with Texas. 

I have always felt very much at home in Texas be- 
cause I admire so much of the Texas spirit and Texas 
accomplishments. There is a touch of Texas in all Amer- 
icans, and I am not immune to the stardust cast by the 
Lone Star State. 

In Texas everything is possible. And there is just 
enough Texas optimism in me to believe in America— 
to believe that in America not only is everything possible 
but our fate as a nation is in our own hands. 

The prophets of gloom and doom have predicted that 
the quality of life in America will worsen, that democracy 
as we know it is finished, that we face economic collapse, 
that we are either being poisoned by the food or will 
starve to death, that criminals are capturing our cities, 
that the President of the United States is no longer safe 
in greeting citizens in the Nation’s communities, that if 
the earthquake doesn’t get us an ice age will. I strongly 
reject such pessimistic scenarios. 

I would like to share with you today something of my 
own vision for the future. I would build upon our proud 
past. 

In America’s first century we developed political insti- 
tutions responsive to the people. A great nation was pain- 
fully consolidated with unity growing from diversity. 

Our second century transformed an underdeveloped 
country into the most productive nation that ever existed. 
America reflected the pioneer spirit, the achievements of 
industry, agriculture, the incentives of free enterprise, the 
contributions of free trade unions, and the widespread 
sharing of economic gains both at home and abroad. 

As we approach our third century, I see this era as 
one of the fulfillment of the individual citizen. I see a 
century devoted to education, which equips young men 
and women, like the students of SMU, to make their own 
decisions rather than permit their future to be programed 
by massive government structures that an imaginative 
writer foresaw for 1984—a nightmarish fantasy of what 
our third century could be. 


It is my deepest conviction that a government 
big enough to give you everything you want is a govern- 
ment big enough to take from you everything you have. 

Let us usher in a third century in which the individual 
rather than the government makes personal choices and 
decides how individual income is to be spent. Men and 
women must prevail over the endless agencies and bureaus 
that would reduce human beings to computerized abstrac- 
tions and program people into numbers and statistics. 

I place a high premium on creativity, originality, and 
your right to differentiate yourself from the mass. Today’s 
mounting danger is from mass government, mass educa- 
tion and mass technology, and we must not let them 
prevail. 

I am determined to do everything in my power to pre- 
vent conformist pressures from smothering individual ex- 
pression or stifling individual opportunity. Individualism 
must stand as the sentinel of 1976 against the monolithic 
threat of sameness in our society. 

Never forget that in America our sovereign is the citi- 
zen. The governments and institutions exist to serve 
people. The state is a servant of the individual. It must 
never become an anonymous monstrosity that masters 
everyone and is responsive to no one. These propositions 
are the foundations of our Bicentennial. 

My vision of America’s third century is one of an era 
of achievements rather than apathy, of fostering the en- 
nobling and transcendental qualities of the individual . 
spirit rather than building huge new bureaucracies. 

Two centuries of sacrifices and struggle, of conflict and 
compromise, have won an unprecedented measure of po- 
litical and economic independence for each of us. I am 
proud to be the President of a free government that checks 
and balances its own excesses. 

I am proud of our free economic system which corrects 
its own errors, controlled by the marketplace of free and 
enlightened consumers. 

I am especially proud of the role of free education in 
preserving individuality. Education is vital to my vision 
of our third century. Only education can equip individ- 
uals to take responsibility for their own lives in the face 
of pressures of mass systems of society. Education must 
provide the perception upon which rests the quality of 
individuality. 

I challenge educators and students to regain the excite- 
ment that made America great. Each generation brings 
a new spirit of competition, new reservoirs of enthusiasm, 
new responses to the humanitarian needs of others, and 
regenerated pride in personal independence. 

This generation bears a very special task—the preserva- 
tion of individualism. You are the bulwark of individual- 
ism. So is your family. So is your local community and, 
especially, schools like Southern Methodist University, 
which join the public educational institutions in cross- 
germination of ideas. 


Volume 11—Number 38 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 1013 


My own background included two experiences in higher 
education. One, the University of Michigan; the other 
Yale University—one public; the other private. I value 
both. I buy an open market for ideas. 

Education is the key to diversity which will determine 
the kind of people we will be. It must not become a mass 
product. All the armies, weapons systems of our defense 
will mean absolutely nothing without self-reliant individ- 
uals who retain the cherished qualities of Americanism. 
That is one great purpose of education. 

Educated men and women not only provide answers 
to problems but keep open the options in a society that 
make life worth living. Our real first line of defense is 
the quality of individual life—in moral and spiritual 
values, compassion, courage, love of community and 
country, creativity, innovation, enterprise, originality and 
healthy sportsmanship and fair, but tough, competition. 
None of these attributes of individuality can be mass pro- 
duced. They must be encouraged. They will grow within 
each man and woman. 

But that growth can be nourished. On the portico of 
Angell Hall on my old campus at Ann Arbor, there is an 
inscription from an act of Congress, adopted in 1787— 
the Northwest Ordinance Act—which states: “Religion, 
morality, [and] knowledge, being necessary to good gov- 
ernment and the happiness of mankind, schools and the 
means of education shall forever be encouraged.” 

The American tradition can inspire the highest virtues. 
But the government cannot achieve personal fulfillment 
for each of you. Your future depends upon your own 
determination to develop your highest potential. 

Let us apply the theories of education in the labora- 
tory of life. I urge students and graduates and faculties to 
direct their genius, their energy, to the solution of the 
problems facing America: I challenge you to help make 
not only America but American life beautiful, inspiring. 
Yow can doit. 

Let us take a new look at ourselves as Americans. By 
seeking a real partnership between the university and 
the rest of society, you can give greater meaning to your 
own life and help all Americans enhance the quality of 
their lives. 

I look at Southern Methodist University and other pri- 
vately supported institutions of higher learning—both in 
harmony and in competition with public institutions—to 
help regenerate the values that make American life so 
very special. 

Students who prefer different philosophies of learning 
should be able to choose among the widest possible variety 
of options. This ensures that diversity so essential to edu- 
cate the whole person—the physical person, the intellec- 
tual person, and the spiritual person. 

In private education there is a direct citizen participa- 
tion in the educational process. SMU is not dependent 


on government funding that establishes a rigid require- 
ment or rigid guidelines. To maintain its very unique 
qualities, Southern Methodist University takes respon- 
sibility for its own support. And I commend its support- 
ers, and you should all be most thankful for them. 


I am concerned about the very heavy burden falling 
upon the working, middle-class citizens who are struggling 
to pay tuitions and costs at both public and private col- 
leges. I am also concerned that private higher education 
is now in financial difficulty. 


Private institutions provide a leavening and stimulat- 
ing influence for the public universities and the public 
colleges. Their continuing strength and vitality are es- 
sential to higher education. We must help to keep this 
competition going between the private as well as the pub- 
lic colleges and universities. Educators must innovate and 
respond to the world in which students of all ages and 
all backgrounds find themselves. 


Private institutions can best serve by emphasizing their 
uniqueness, not by succumbing to any temptation to imi- 
tate the public university. But neither students nor gov- 
ernment will support a private college just because of its 
antiquity or its history. 

They must offer something truly different, truly impor- 
tant. Private education, free of government constraints, 
enjoys boundless freedom to experiment in vital areas 
that may fall outside general public support. 

Let us encourage human. growth, which can transcend 
from despair to dynamism, from confusion to clarity, 
from hopelessness to hope unlimited. 

America is going through an unprecedented period of 
technological and economic change and dislocation. We 
have been jolted by shock after shock, but this Nation is 
not disintegrating. It is going through a period of transi- 
tion. It may not be easy. It is experiencing the growing 
pains of a mighty nation of over 214 million with the 
world’s greatest record of achievement in the short span 
of two centuries. We will transcend this period of trial. I 
believe in America, as I am sure all of you do. 

I am convinced, as Iam certain each of you are, that all 
we have in America is far more right thanrwrong, and we 
should be proud of the progress we have made despite the 
difficulties over a period of time. 

I am proud to have been in this office some 13 months 
and to have helped to create a new climate of peace 
abroad while striving for solutions. to some of our most 
complex problems here at home. In the finest American 
tradition, we have served as peacemaker in the Middle 
East. I am confident that the Congress will take quick 
action to ratify agreements involving Egypt and Israel. All 
Americans can take the unifying pride in our initiative in 
making peace, not war. 
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I have the deepest confidence in America’s future and 
our educational resources. The schools of this Nation— 
private as well as public—can help to inspire the lives of 
Americans with new meaning and with new quality. Both 
private and public educators must combine their genius 
in preparing men and women for our challenges of the 
third century. 

I urge you in the words of Thomas Jefferson to “en- 
lighten the public generally, and tyranny and oppressions 
of body and mind will vanish like evil spirits at the dawn 
of day.” 


Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in Mcody Coliseum at 
Southern Methodist University, after receiving an honorary doctor 
of laws degree from University Chancellor Willis Tate. 


Disaster Assistance for West Virginia 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 


Heavy Rains and Flooding. September 13, 1975 


The President has declared a major disaster for the 
State of West Virginia as a result of heavy rains and 
flooding beginning about August 31, which caused exten- 
sive public and private property damage. The President’s 
action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and 
recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist primarily of temporary housing, debris 
removal, and the repair or restoration of damaged or 
destroyed streets, roads, bridges, and public facilities and 
utilities. Low-interest-rate disaster loans will be made 
available by the Small Business Administration under the 
authorities of Public Law 93-24. 

Federal relief activities in West Virginia will be coordi- 
nated by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. 
Dunne will designate the specific areas within the State 
eligible for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and 
State damage assessments. 

Mr. Norman Steinlauf, Acting Regional Director of the 
Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region 
ITI, will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer 
to work with the State in providing Federal disaster as- 
sistance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Dallas, Tex. 


Midland, Texas 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Midland- 
Odessa Regional Airport. September 13, 1975 


It is a great privilege and pleasure for me to come and 
see so many of Congressman Mahon’s supporters of so 
many, many years. You are lucky, and I am grateful for 
the fact that you supported him, my good friend, for so 
long. 

May I add also it is a great privilege to be here with 
Senator John Tower and with Congressman Dick White 
and Congressman Harold Runnels. And to be in the Mid- 
land-Odessa area is a great privilege despite this little 
sprinkle that we are having. I know you want it, and I am 
delighted to be here despite it. 

Now, I ought to thank also the mayors of Odessa and 
Midland, Mayor Hemphill and Mayor Angelo, for being 
here. And I do want to express my deep appreciation 
to the Odessa High School Broncos for being present and 
the Lee High School Rebels. It seems to me there might 
be a little competition between the two. [Laughter] 

But most of all, I wish to express to the many, many 
of you who are here for coming out on this occasion to 
give me and those with me a very, very warm welcome. I 
just can’t believe that in this temporary adverse weather 
that so many of you would make the effort and be so 
generous in your warmth and friendship. It makes a long 
3 days a very rewarding experience to end it with this 
kind of a welcome from so many wonderful people. 

I love you, and I thank you, and I wish you the very, 
very best as I would good friends from my own hometown. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. 


Permian Basin Petroleum Museum 


The President’s Remarks at the Dedication of the 
Museum in Midland, Texas. September 13, 1975 


Senator John Tower, my former colleagues in the House, 
Harold Runnels and Dick White, my former colleague 
in the House of Representatives and now Mr. Ambassa- 
dor, George Bush, our two mayors, Mayor Angelo and 
Mayor Hemphill, Mr. Ramsland, and others: 

It is a great privilege and a very high honor for me to 
have the opportunity of being here and participating in 
this wonderful ceremony today. 

This is a great, great crowd, and I appreciate your 
warmth and your cordiality. But I couldn’t have been 
more thrilled and more grateful for the tremendous turn- 
out of wonderful west Texans that were at the airport in 
untypical Texas weather. [Laughter] It was a thrill, and I 
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tried to express to them my gratitude. It was a great op- 
portunity to come to a wonderful part of this country. 

George, you mentioned in passing that under certain 
very limited and prescribed circumstances, you might 
have voted for me for Speaker. Well, I appreciate that 
willingness, and under those circumstances—but you even 
went further than that—you voted for me for Vice Pres- 
ident. [Laughter] 

I am delighted to be here in west Texas, an area that 
is so obviously rich in natural resources—oil, natural gas, 
cattle, good land—but, more important than anything 
else, good people. 

I am particularly pleased to take part in the dedica- 
tion of this very fascinating petroleum museum. I just 
wish that the ceremony could have been held outdoors, 
because I was honestly looking for that shower of rose 
petals from the top of the rig. [Laughter] Believe me, in 
the last year, when it comes to oil from the Congress, I 
have had very little roses coming up. [Laughter] 

But I think it is very significant that that drilling rig 
outside is named Santa Rita, the patron saint of the im- 
possible. When it comes to the good of the country, Amer- 
icans have always joined together and worked together 
to achieve the seemingly impossible. 


I am certain that in the weeks ahead, the Congress and 
I will be able to do so—to give our Nation an energy 
program that will cut us from the dependence on inter- 
ruptible foreign sources of oil. America’s energy inde- 
pendence must be decided by us. It cannot be entrusted 
to the policies or to the passions of others in far-off lands. 


I want to thank very deeply the man who invited me, 
not once but many times to come out here—my long- 
time and very close, personal friend, George Mahon. 

George indicated during the 12 years I was privileged 
to serve on the House Committee on Appropriations, I 
worked up from the real bottom and, finally, got to the 
top. But in the process of that 12 years’ experience, we 
spent literally 4 to 5 hours a day, 5 days a week, 6 or 7 
or 8 or 9 months a year trying to help develop a strong 
national defense program, trying to help implement a 
strong foreign policy. And in the process of those many 
hours, we became close, intimate friends, despite the fact 
that there was a partisan dividing line—theoretically, at 
least—between us. 

I honestly count George Mahon one of my closest 
friends in my period of time in the Congress of the United 
States, and I appreciate that friendship, George. And 
believe me, if I lived in this district it would be awfully 
easy for me to be out in the spotlight, in the headlines for 
George Mahon. Of course, the principal reason I would 
be doing that is because of Helen, not George. 
[Laughter] 

But it is nice to be here also with John Tower, who I 
know comes from a great part of Texas and who has been 
such a wonderful Senator on behalf of all of you. John, 
of course, has been a close friend of mine in working to- 


gether on energy matters.and other important defense 
and foreign policy problems. John, I thank you for your 
help and assistance, both in the Congress as well as since 
I have been President of the United States. 

I might say something about George, but since he is 
now a striped pants diplomat—{/aughter]|—I don’t dare 
say anything political or nonpolitical about him. But it is 
good to see him as well as Harold Runnels and Dick 
White. 

You know historians say we closed the American 
frontier back in 1890, but Midland in 1975 still has the 
adventurous frontier and is obviously still thriving. The 
enterprise and the spirit of hard-working people in west 
Texas shows to me the great productivity of this region— 
the land, the people, the mind, the physical effort. This 
area furnishes the Nation cattle and cotton, oil, natural 
gas, but, also, the genius of the people both in effort and 
in mind. 

You have also demonstrated how much Americans can 
accomplish with the right incentives. Incentives are the 
fuel of the free market system, and the energy west Texas 
helps to supply is the fuel of our Nation’s economy. The 
Permian Basin produces 25 percent of :the Nation’s do- 
mestic oil and 20 percent of the United States natural 
gas production. How fortunate the rest of us are that 
this great region is a part of our country. 

To keep this oil and to keep this natural gas flowing 
from this region, the Nation must make it economically 
feasible to search for new production and to develop 
methods. This is one of the major reasons that I believe 
decontrol of domestic oil prices is so essential to our na- 
tional security. 

The vote in the United States Senate this week sustain- 
ing my veto of an extension of the oil price controls has 
paved the way for decontrol. I hope—I must concede I 
have been disappointed in the last 8 or 9 months on sev- 
eral occasions—but I hope we are finally on the road to 
energy independence in America. 

We have got a long way to go, but between January of 
this year, and even this past week, we had made virtually 
no progress, whatsoever. But we got 39 staunch and strong 
people in the United States Senate to stand up and say 
something had to be done. If we had lost that vote, I 
doubt if we could have gotten off dead center for the next 
year and a half. 

So, the 39 who stood up and were strong and wise prob- 
ably did a great, great service to this country and our en- 
ergy independence. I think we have maybe turned the 
corner, but we have got a long way to go. 

Since 1971 America’s bill for imported oil has been— 
well, it has climbed from just over $3 billion annually to 
$25 billion in the last calendar year—a 700 percent in- 
crease in American money going overseas to buy a product 
that we should be producing in greater and greater quan- 
tities right here in the United States. 

But the ill-advised policies go back some time and have 
kept us from freeing our energy, our natural resources, our 
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ingenuity. And the net result is we have imported a lot 
more oil than we should, and it is getting worse and worse 
every day. And we are paying more and more overseas, 
and we are sending that money over for overseas jobs in- 
stead of having that money for jobs right here in the 
United States. 

For example, that $25 billion could provide more than 
one million jobs right in America. That would cut our 
unemployment, for example, from roughly 8 million down 
to 7 million. That would be a good investment if we had 
the right oil and natural gas policies. 

Although the 4.5 percent unemployment rate in the 
Midland area in August is below the national average, I 
understand it is higher than usual. Unemployment is a 
problem that is worrying many, many Americans. And I 
travel, and I hear. It is a problem that must be solved by 
a healthy, thriving economy. 

With foreign producers supplying 40 percent of our oil 
needs today and growing every day, American jobs and 
dollars are being held hostage by other countries because 
we are vulnerable to this foreign oil influence. We are 
unable to control the price or the supply of imported oil. 
And that makes us, of course, extremely vulnerable to 
economic disruptions here at home—disruptions which 
we can ill afford if we are to continue to expand our great 
economic potential in America. 


If we don’t give America’s oil industry the incentives 
to search for new sources and new production techniques 
through decontrol, and if we present the wrong policies, 
we will, within 10 years, import more than half of the oil 
that we need for our economy. 


Energy keeps this country going. Energy is the heart- 
beat of our economic system. Unless we make some tough 
decisions about energy now, the Nation is in danger of 
suffering a serious energy emergency which could come 
at any time, because they have the capability overseas of 
turning that spigot off. And in a relatively short period 
of time, many of you know far better than I, our capability 
of keeping our economic machine moving would be 
slowed down and ended. 


It just seems to me that decontrolling oil prices at home 
will move us toward the absolute, essential policy of energy 
independence. Energy independence will require that we 
find new energy sources and develop new methods, but 
those solutions will not come overnight. And you are far 
more knowledgeable in those areas than myself. 

Action must be taken now to spur the search for new 
sources. Research and development are critical elements 
in any proposed national energy program. We are spend- 
ing, as George Mahon knows, in a variety of ways and 
in the so-called exotic fuel areas—better than $2 billion a 
year—solar, geothermal, et cetera. But in the next few 
years, we will have to rely on our most readily obtainable 
domestic energy sources—and what are they? Oil, natural 
gas, and coal—if we are going to meet our energy needs. 


Natural gas is one of the most environmentally accept- 
able forms of energy. But despite the many pluses of 
natural gas—and they are wonderful by any standard— 
the history of the Federal Government’s policy toward this 
valuable asset has been a very sorry one. 

Over the past 20 years, the Federal Power Commis- 
sion, as required by Congressional legislation, has kept 
interstate prices at an artificially low level, and that has 
seriously hampered exploration and development. 

I think—and I say this quietly, but with firmness and 
determination—we must stop Federal regulation of prices 
on new gas for interstate use. 

There are approximately 16 States in the Union that 
are potentially going to have a serious economic disrup- 
tion this winter. You can take New Jersey, North Caro- 
lina, Virginia, Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, et cetera. 

Because of the shortsighted policies of the Congress over 
the last 20 years, we could have not only a shortage in 
natural gas in those areas, but the economic consequences 
in jobs will be extremely serious. And the negligence of 
the Congress over this last few years in not recognizing 
that problem is inexcusable. 

I hope we can move on some emergency legislation, 
but we cannot ignore the need and necessity for a perma- 
nent solution. Natural gas deregulation, it is obvious, is 
a high priority goal of myself and the Administration. 

I think solving the energy problem goes back to some 
of our basic American principles. We must put back into 
our economic system some of our old-fashioned incen- 
tives that took us from 13 poor struggling colonies to a 
Nation of 50 States with unbelievable economic power 
and. progress. 

The profit incentive—the search for a better life—pop- 
ulated this Continent. It brought thousands of pioneers 
to west Texas—men and women willing to risk all to find 
a livelihood on the land or in the land. 

We should ask ourselves: What has made America 
unique? The explanations are as varied as the Nation 
itself, but I am convinced that one key to America’s 
uniqueness is that we wrote into our first great docu- 
ment the inalienable right of the pursuit of happiness. 

In that pursuit, Americans have dreamed big dreams, 
taken great risks—sometimes failed miserably and some- 
times succeeded magnificently. But always, whether 
successful or otherwise, they took it with courage and 
determination. 

The men and women to whom this museum is dedi- 
cated lived and enjoyed that freedom to the fullest. The 
spirit of enterprise and daring this museum records in 
the petroleum industry must be kept alive all across the 
United States. 

So, in memory of those who dared to follow their 
dreams, I respectfully dedicate this great museum. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. 
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Department of Commerce 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Creighton 
Holden To Be Assistant Secretary for Tourism. 


September 15, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Creighton Holden, of St. Clair, Mich., to be Assist- 
ant Secretary of Commerce for Tourism. He will succeed 
C. Langhorne Washburn, who resigned effective May 31, 
1975. 

In 1946, Mr. Holden became president of St. Clair 
Inn and Country Club of St. Clair, Mich., serving until 
June 1975. He has served as chairman of the Michigan 
Tourist Council, chairman of the Michigan State Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and is a member of the Governor’s 
Committee on Higher Education. He is a Republican 
national committeeman from Michigan. 


Mr. Holden was born on January 19, 1917, in Detroit, 
Mich., and received his B.A. degree from Dartmouth Col- 
lege in 1940. He served in the United States Army from 
1943 to 1946. He is listed in Who’s Who in America. 

Mr. Holden is married to the former Rebecca Jean 
Harshbarger, and they have five children. They reside 
in St. Clair, Mich. 


General Pulaski’s Memorial Day, 1975 
Proclamation 4391. 


September 15, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


One hundred and ninety-six years ago, Casimir 
Pulaski, a Polish patriot in exile, gave his life in the 
struggle for American independence. 


General Pulaski came to the United States in 1777, 
when barely 30 years of age, to join George Washington’s 
Revolutionary Army. He served with great distinction at 
Brandywine and was promoted by the Continental Con- 
gress to the rank of Brigadier General. He commanded 
a cavalry division and later organized an independent 
corps of cavalry and light infantry which won acclaim 
as Pulaski’s Legion. In October, 1779, during the Battle 
of Savannah, he was mortally wounded while leading his 
cavalry unit in a daring charge. 

It is appropriate to commemorate General Pulaski’s 
heroic sacrifice in the cause of freedom. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GerALp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate Satur- 
day, October 11, 1975, as General Pulaski’s Memorial 
Day, and I direct the appropriate Government officials 


to display the flag of the United States on all Government 
buildings on that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to observe 
the day with appropriate ceremonies in honor of the 
memory of General Pulaski and his dedication to the 
defense of liberty. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two-hundredth. 

GeraLp R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:58a.m., 
September 15, 1975] 


Leif Erikson Day, 1975 
Proclamation 4392. September 15, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


The United States has been fortunate in the two 
hundred years of its independence to welcome friendly 
visitors from all over the earth. Many of those newcomers 
came to stay and to help make our land the free and 
prosperous nation that it is today. Many others visited our 
shores in earlier centuries, among them the daring Norse 
explorer, Leif Erikson, and, his intrepid crew. 

The spirit of adventure and search for new horizons 
which brought Leif Erikson to this continent has led 
succeeding generations of Americans to the greatest of 
accomplishments. In honoring this great Norwegian, we 
honor all those who came to our land and enriched the 
history of the United States. 

In a joint resolution approved September 2, 1964 (78 
Stat. 849, 36 U.S.C. 169c), the Congress authorized the 
President to proclaim October 9 in each year as Leif 
Erikson Day. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate Thurs- 
day, October 9, 1975, as Leif Erikson Day, and I call 
upon appropriate Government officials to display the flag 
of the United States on Government buildings that day. 

I also call upon the people of the United States to hold 
appropriate ceremonies in honor of the memory of Leif 
Erikson on that day, and to take this opportunity to renew 
their knowledge of the early history of our continent. 

In Witness WuHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:59 a.m., 
September 15, 1975] 
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National School Lunch Week, 1975 
Proclamation 4393. September 15, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


The success of the National School Lunch Program— 
now in its 29th year—reaffirms those qualities which we, 
as a people, have exhibited for the past 200 years. 

Our awareness, our concern, our willingness to work 
together for a common good have preserved and enriched 
this Nation. Today, these same qualities are ensuring 
the health and well-being of our country’s children and 
youth. 

The National School Lunch Program is a product of 
the awareness and cooperation of parents, teachers and 
civic groups. It is also an outstanding example of 
cooperation between people at Federal, State and local 
levels. 

Recognizing the importance of their activities and 
the good which this program does our Nation, Congress, 
by a joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (76 Stat. 779, 36 
U.S.C. 168), designated the week beginning the second 
Sunday in October each year as National School Lunch 
Week. The President has been requested to annually issue 
a proclamation calling for observance of that week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby urge the people 
of the United States to observe the week of October 12, 
1975, as National School Lunch Week and to give special 
attention to activities which will focus on good nutrition 
for our young people. 

In Wrrness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GeraLp R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 


September 15, 1975] 


11 am, 


National Employ the Handicapped 
Week, 1975 
Proclamation 4394. September 15, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 
America offers a promise that all its people who are 
willing and qualified to work shall have an equal oppor- 
tunity to do so. Elimination of many discriminatory bar- 
riers has moved us closer toward the fulfillment of that 


promise. For our handicapped citizens, however, much 
more needs to be done. 

The barriers facing the handicapped are not so much 
their own disabilities, but the attitudes of the non-handi- 
capped toward their disabilities. 

Those of us who are not handicapped think of what 
we could not do if we lost an arm or a leg, lost our sight 
or our voice, or were disabled in some other way. We 
often forget that the handicapped are thinking of what 
they can do. 

We must learn to think like them—positively ! We must 
look not at what they cannot do, but at what they can do. 
We must look beyond the disability to the positive ability. 

The disabled can perform a wide range of jobs with 
skill and efficiency. They do not need special jobs. They 
need the opportunity to compete, to prove that they can 
perform. 

The Congress has recognized our special responsibility 
to the handicapped and, by a joint resolution approved 
August 11, 1945, as amended (36 U.S.C. 155), has asked 
the President to issue a suitable proclamation. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning October 5, 1975, as National Employ the 
Handicapped Week. 

I call upon the Governors of the States, mayors and 
other public officials, and leaders of industry, labor, edu- 
cation, religious, veteran, farm, scientific, professional and 
other groups to join with the handicapped themselves in 
making the American people aware of the value and fair- 
ness of employing handicapped men and women. 

Also, I call upon all employers to review and broaden 
their policies toward the employment of the handicapped. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 9:58 a.m., 
September 16, 1975] 


Disaster Assistance for Wisconsin 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following Rains, 


Tornadoes, and Flooding. September 15, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Wisconsin as a result of heavy rains, tornadoes, 
and flash flooding, beginning about August 21, which 
caused extensive public, private, and agricultural property 
damage. The President’s action will permit the use of 
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Federal funds in relief and recovery efforts in designated 
areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist primarily of temporary housing, debris 
removal and the repair or restoration of damaged or de- 
stroyed streets, roads, bridges, and public facilities and 
utilities. Low-interest-rate disaster loans will be made 
available by the Small Business Administration under the 
authorities of Public Law 93-24, and emergency loan as- 
sistance will be made available by the Farmers Home 
Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Wisconsin will be coordinated 
by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Development, under the 
direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. Dunne 
will designate the specific areas within the State eligible 
for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and State 
damage assessments. 

Mr. Robert E. Connor, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region V, 
will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to 
work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


Presidential Clemency Board 


Executive Order 11878. Dated September 10, 1975. 
Released September 15, 1975 


ASSIGNING RESPONSIBILITIES RELATING TO ACTIVITIES 
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL CLEMENCY BOARD 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Consti- 
tution of the United States of America, and as President 
of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 

SEcTION 1. Section 9 of Executive Order No. 11803 
of September 16, 1974, as amended, is amended to read: 


“The Board shall submit its final recommendations to 
the President not later than September 15, 1975, at 
which time it shall cease to exist.” 


Sec. 2. Any applications for Executive clemency, as 
to which the Presidential Clemency Board (established 
by Executive Order No. 11803) has not taken final 
action shall be transferred, together with the files related 
thereto, to the Attorney General. 

Sec. 3. The Attorney General, with respect to the 
applications and related files transferred to him by Sec- 
tion 2 of this Order, shall take all actions appropriate 
or necessary to complete the clemency process and shall 
expeditiously report to the President his findings and 
recommendations as to whether Executive clemency 
should be granted or denied in any case. In performing 


his responsibilities under this Order, the Attorney Gen- 
eral shall apply the relevant criteria and comply with 
the appropriate and applicable instructions and proce- 
dures established by Executive Order No. 11803 of Sep- 
tember 16, 1974, as amended, Proclamation No. 4313 
of September 16, 1974, as amended, Executive Order 
No. 11804 of September 16, 1974, and, to the extent that 
he deems appropriate, the regulations of the Presidential 
Clemency Board and the Selective Service System issued 
pursuant to the foregoing Executive orders. 

Sec. 4. The Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget is hereby designated and empowered to take 
such action as he deems necessary to ensure the orderly 
and prompt termination of the activities of the Presiden- 
tial Clemency Board and the assignment of responsibilities 
directed by this Order. 

Sec. 5. Departments and agencies in the Executive 
branch shall, to the extent permitted by law, cooperate 
with and assist the Attorney General, the Director of the 
Selective Service and the Director of the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget in the performance of their respon- 
sibilities under this Order. 

Sec. 6. The responsibilities assigned under this Order 
are to be completed no later than March 31, 1976, at 
which time the Attorney General shall submit his final 
recommendations to the President. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 

September 10, 1975. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:57 a.m., 
September 15, 1975] 


NOTE: For a statement by the President on the Presidential 
Clemency Board transition, see page 1025 of this issue. 


Death of Jack Bell 


Statement by the President. September 15, 1975 


I was saddened to learn of Jack Bell’s death. A Wash- 
ington political writer and author for more than three 
decades, he was also one of the best reporters I have ever 
known. Jack was a thorough, untiring newsman, always 
seeking more detail, more substance, more facts. He knew 
as much about national politics as many of us directly 
involved in it—and perhaps a bit more. He had the great 
ability to put complex issues in concrete, easy-to-under- 
stand terms. 

American journalism has lost one of its giants and 
American readers one of their most respected bylines. Mrs. 
Ford joins me in sending our condolences to Mrs. Bell 
and her family. 


NOTE: Mr. Bell, 71, died in Washington, D.C., on September 13, 
1975. 
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Combined Federal Campaign 


The President’s Memorandum for Heads of Departments 
and Agencies Announcing the Appointment of Federal 
Energy Administrator Frank G. Zarb as Chairman 

of the Campaign. September 16, 1975 


I am pleased to announce that the Honorable Frank 
G. Zarb, Administrator, Federal Energy Administration, 
will serve as Chairman of the Combined Federal Cam- 
paign for the National Capital Area this fall. 

This campaign, to begin soon, combines into a single 
drive the solicitation efforts of the United Way of the 
National Capital Area, the national health agencies and 
the international service agencies. In this one drive we will 
seek to do our share to meet the needs of more than 150 
local, national and international health, welfare and social 
service agencies. 

These organizations deserve our wholehearted support. 
Working together through the Combined Federal Cam- 
paign we can provide such support, helping our neighbors 
and friends with special needs. For those in need, the vol- 
untary agencies are a beacon of hope. Frequently, they are 
the only source for needed assistance. 

Through the Combined Federal Campaign, Federal 
workers are offered a unique opportunity to help persons 
in our community, in our Nation and in overseas lands by 
one gift once a year. Their pledge can be fulfilled through 
voluntary payroll deductions. I am confident that Frank 
Zarb will have your wholehearted support in this endeav- 
or. I urge you to commend the campaign with its payroll 
deduction feature to Federal employees and military per- 
sonnel in your organization. 

I request that you serve personally as Chairman of the 
combined campaign in your organization and appoint one 
of your top assistants as your Vice Chairman. Please tell 
Frank Zarb if you will serve as Chairman and who you 
designate as your Vice Chairman. 

GERALD R. Forp 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
SEPTEMBER 16, 1975 


Tue PrESIDENT’S SCHEDULE 


Q. Mr. President, you are beginning to get some flak 
now from people who think you haven’t been minding 
the store, and in the last 2 days I noticed you had one 
announced business session yesterday and you have, I 
believe, only one today. I assume you are doing some- 
thing besides playing with the puppies, so, what are you 
doing? [Laughter] 


THE Present. Well, we have some big decisions 
coming up that involve, for example, the course of action 
that we will take on any SALT Two agreement, and we 
have some very important decisions concerning the energy 
matter. We have some decisions to make that involve the 
delivery of material to the House and Senate committees, 
the Church committee and the Pike committee. So, I 
would say the day has been full, even though there haven’t 
been any announced public meetings of any kind. 


Q. Mr. President? 
Tue Presipent. Yes, Helen [Helen Thomas, United 
Press International]. 
ISRAEL 


Q. I think you probably read the Post today and also 
Jack Anderson concerning secret accords with Israel for 
supplying the newest technology, including missiles that 
could be armed with nuclear warheads and so forth. Is 
this true? 

THE PrRESwENT. That material has all been submitted 
to the responsible committees in the Congress. The an- 
nouncement concerning the F—16 and the Pershing mis- 
sile—those are not firm commitments. They do involve 
negotiations between the United States and Israel. They 
are on a shopping list, and they will be discussed with 
representatives of the Israeli Government. 


Q. But do you really think you should arm one power 
in the Middle East at a time when you are moving toward 
peace with the potential of offensive weapons in that 


THE PresiwenT. Well, we have for a long, long time 
supplied Israel with very substantial amounts of military 
hardware. This was a policy established a good many 
years ago and we have always felt that the survival of 
Israel in the Middle: East was very important. And the 
military hardware that we have in the past and will in 
the future provide for that survival—as I indicated at the 
outset, these items were on a list open for discussion be- 
tween the United States and the Israeli Government. 

Q. Mr. President, is the United States moving towards 
a security treaty with Israel? This document which we 
read in the Post suggests quite a close, more formalized 
defense relationship with Israel. 

THE Preswent. I wouldn’t say a security treaty. I 
would simply reiterate what I have said before, that his- 
torically the United States has supplied Israel with very 
substantial military weaponry, and it is our plan to do so 
in the future. But there is no firm commitment on any of 
the weapons that I think got the headlines this morning. 
They are merely open for discussion. 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


Q. Mr. President, in one of your early press confer- 
ences you expressed approval of the CIA activities in 
Chile as something that they have done historically. Now 
you are quoted as saying you may be open-minded on 
whether the covert activities of the CIA ought to be kept 
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in the CIA or separated from it. What has caused you 
to change your mind, if you have? 

THE PreswenT. Since that comment in either the first 
or second press conference, we have had the Rockefeller 
Commission report, we have had the benefit of the Mur- 
phy Commission recommendations. I have had the vari- 
ous departments and agencies of the Federal Government 
that have any jurisdiction analyze those recommendations. 
And we are now in the White House itself taking into 
account all of the proposals and we'll make legislative 
recommendations to the Congress and we’ll propose some 
administrative changes. 

I think you have to certainly benefit from these exhaus- 
tive investigations, but I don’t want to make any commit- 
ment one way or another until we actually submit the 
legislative proposals to the Congress and decide to do 
whatever we want to do administratively. 

Q. I'd like to clear up one point, though. Are you rul- 
ing out political activity by American agencies, or is it just 
a question of whether the CIA would do it or some other 
agency would do it? 

THE PresweENT. I wouldn’t rule out necessary political 
activity by the United States if it involves our security. 


Or For ISRAEL 


Q. Sir, part of this agreement with Israel involves our 
providing them with oil either through foreign credits or 
giving oil to them from our own supply. We don’t have 
enough for ourselves and can’t afford to pay for what we 
are getting. How can we supply Israel over several years? 

THE Preswent. We believe there are sources available 
to Israel to keep Israel secure after they have given up the 
oil fields in the Middle East. We are not concerned that 
these supplies will be turned off, and, therefore, it will 
have no adverse impact, as we see it, on our own supplies. 

’ Q. But we will pay for this oil, will we not? We will pay 
for this through foreign credits? 

Tue Preswent. This is a part of the overall military 
economic agreement with Israel and it is a step, I believe, 
in maintaining the peace. I think it is fair to point out that 
several months ago 76 Senators sent me a letter actually 
urging that I recommend to the Congress more money for 
Israel and no guarantee of peace, whereas at the present 
time we have made this agreement—or Israel and Egypt 
have made this agreement—and the prospective cost to 
the United States is less than what the 76 Senators rec- 
ommended that we propose to the Congress for Israel. 

So, we not only have peace and a step toward a broader 
peace but it is also at a lesser cost than what the 76 Sen- 
ators promoted. 


SUBPOENA OF CIA MATERIALS BY THE PIKE CoMMITTEE 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the Pike committee. 
They have subpoenaed CIA materials from you, return- 
able tomorrow. Will you honor that subpoena? 


THE PRESIDENT. Let me give some background, first, 
on what the situation is. 

Various agencies of the Federal Government, with my 
approval, have given to the Pike committee everything 
they have asked for, including some very highly classified 
material. 

Now, I was disappointed in the manner in which that 
committee handled some of this most highly classified 
material. I think it is fair to point out—I don’t want you 
to misconstrue what I am saying—but it is fair to point 
out that some of that material is specifically protected by 
law, and if a private citizen were to release that informa- 
tion involving communications intelligence, it would be 
a criminal—a serious criminal offense. 

I am not saying that the Congress has violated a crim- 
inal law, or this committee has done so. I only use that 
as an illustration to show how serious the Congress felt 
the release of that information would be, because they 
passed a law saying if you or any one of you released it, 
it would be a serious criminal offense. 

Now, the committee has all of the information that it 
asked for, some highly classified. They have all of the 
information that they need to make a legislative deter- 
mination as to whether the intelligence community was 
properly organized, properly managed, did its job well. 

I am very concerned as to the damage to our intelli- 
gence sources if the procedure used by the committee in 
this last instance is to be the procedure used by the com- 
mittee in the future. Until I find from the committee what 
their procedure is going to be, I will not give them the 
information. 

I have to have from them what their procedure is under 
this very important classified or secret material that we 
have given them and that they want. 


Tax Cut ExTENSION 


Q. Mr. President, some Members of Congress are talk- 
ing like an extension of the tax cut is already an accom- 
plished fact next year. In fact, they are saying that an even 
larger cut needs to come. What is your thinking right now 
on the tax cut next year? 

Tue Present. We have made no firm decision on 
that. We will, in a reasonably short period of time, make 
a recommendation. If the economy needs any additional 
stimulant, we will, of course, recommend a continuation 
of the present tax cut. 

If we find that the economy is continuing to come out 
of the recession, as it is, and there is no danger of added in- 
flationary problems, we would probably not recommend a 
continuation of the tax cut. But we do feel that we have 
some additional time before making a specific request of 
the Congress for action in this area. 
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ALTERNATIVES TO SCHOOL BusING 


Q. Mr. President, you have been saying that there is a 
better way than busing to achieve quality education. You 
suggested some better ways, such as improving facilities 
and the teacher-pupil ratio. Are you prepared to approve 
of more money to do things like that? 

Tue Preswent. Well, we, of course, do have in the 
emergency school aid legislation and appropriations a sub- 
stantial amount of money that is available, and we have 
made money available to Boston, and we have—if my 
memory is correct—done the same in Louisville, although 
I will have to check that. 

The thing that bothers me about actions of some of the 
courts, where they are involved in the school busing con- 
troversy, is that they apparently have not taken into con- 
sideration the law that was passed and signed by me on 
August 12, 1974, 3 days after I was sworn in. 

That law included what was known then, and still is, as 
the Esch amendment. I just happen to have a copy of 
the Esch amendment here—[laughter|]—that sets forth 
seven specific proposals that the courts should follow before 
they actually use the busing remedy. 

It is in Title 2 of the Education Amendments of 1974, 
Section 214. This section establishes a priority of remedies, 
and it says, in effect, that the courts and other Government 
agencies shall require the first of the following remedies, 
or the first combination of the remedies, which would 
correct a denial of rights. 

It says, for example, assigning students to schools closest 
to their homes, taking into account both school capacities 
and natural physical barriers; two, assigning students to 
the closest school, taking into account only school capac- 
ities; three, permitting students to transfer from a school 
in which a majority of the students are of their race to one 
in which a minority are of their race; four, creating or 
revising attendance zones or grade structures without re- 
quiring transportation; construction of new schools or 
closing of inferior schools; establishment of magnet 
schools. Then it goes on to say that students should not be 
transferred to a school other than the school closest or the 
next closest to his place of residence. 

Now, those recommendations included in the law in 
many instances apparently have not been followed by the 
courts. I think the courts ought to take into cognizance 
the legislative recommendations that are as a matter of 
law at the present. 

Now, in addition, there are other things that I have 
mentioned before—improved facilities, upgrading the 
teachers, if necessary, including better pupil-teacher ratios. 

Q. Mr. President, that requires a lot more money than 
just the emergency funds that you talk about. Are you 
going to propose increases? 

Tue Presment. Well, I don’t think it is going to 
require a great deal more money, Bonnie [Bonnie Angelo, 
Time Magazine]. Really, that is a very substantial sum, 


and it has been used up in Boston, and I believe it is being 
used in Louisville. 

It is not nearly as much money if you focus it in on the 
places*where the tension is the highest and the problem is 
the greatest, particularly if the courts follow the law, as 
was enacted by the Congress in 1974. 


1954 SuprREME CourtT DECISION 


Q. Mr. President, on two occasions over the weekend 
in discussing busing you mentioned a 1954 Supreme 
Court decision as the basis for busing. It is my recollection 
that that Supreme Court decision in Brown v. the Board 
of Education related to striking separate but equal. Could 
you elaborate a little bit on that? 

Tue Preswwent. Well, you are correct, and I don’t 
think I said that decision in any way ordered court busing. 
It was the decision in 54 that declared unconstitutional 
the long accepted practice in many States of having sepa- 
rate but equal schools. But as an outgrowth of that court 
decision there have been the subsequent decisions that 
have involved busing. 


STATIONING OF AMERICAN TECHNICIANS IN THE 
Miwp.e East 


Q. Mr. President, as you know, a good many Congres- 
sional offices are receiving mail which runs contrary to 
your proposal for a Middle East peace settlement, par- 
ticularly objecting to the use of American civilian tech- 
nicians in the Sinai. I was wondering, sir, if as you say 
that is worth the risk? How long are those Americans 
going to be there, and is that not an open-ended 
commitment? 

THE Preswent. They will be there during the term of 
the agreement unless I, or another President, withdraw 
them because of any danger to their lives. It is a case of 
not more than 200 American civilians performing a highly 
technical warning station responsibility in a U.N. buffer 
zone. I think it is a good contribution by the United States 
to the establishment and permanency of peace in the 
Middle East. 


Q. I'd like to follow up, sir, if I could, please. May I 
follow up, please? I’d like to ask what you would do if in 
the course of their term in the Sinai, the PLO moved in 
and kidnaped some of them, captured them, or if perhaps 
they were killed? Would you then use American inter- 
vention; the question being, then, is: Can you flatly rule 
out there would be no American intervention to protect 
those technicians? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not going to speculate on some- 
thing that I do not anticipate will happen. I think I or 
any other President would use utmost caution in the pro- 
tection of the lives of any Americans. 

Q. Mr. President, to follow that up, if you are com- 
mitted to the use of Americans on the Egyptian front, 
would you also, later perhaps, be committed to the prin- 
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ciple of using Americans on the Jordanian or the Syrian 
front? 

Tue PreswentT. I don’t think I should speculate 
about any negotiations or agreement that have not yet 
begun. It is a very valuable contribution to peace in the 
present agreement, but I would not want to make any 
commitment concerning any other. 


Tue PRESIDENT’S SAFETY 


Q. Mr. President, I believe when you were talking the 
other day about security out in Sacramento and when you 
were talking about going out and meeting crowds, I be- 
lieve one reason that you have given for that is that you 
want to go out and get the ideas of the American people. 
I wonder in talking and going into crowds and working 
the crowds, as we call it, and shaking hands, you don’t 
really exchange ideas with people, and that seems to be 
one of the most dangerous parts of these trips of yours. 

THE Presiwent. You'd be very much amazed at how 
often people in the course of shaking hands or greeting 
them, they will make specific recommendations or com- 
ments. It is rather amazing and very encouraging that 
they will do precisely as you indicate they might not do. 
And it is very helpful in that regard. 


EcypTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT 


Q. Mr. President, was President Sadat aware before 
he initialed this agreement, signed the agreement, that the 
U.S. would be discussing with Israel the missiles and the 
other shopping list of things that you have mentioned, in 
specifics? 

Tue Present. I think they were familiar with the 
fact we anticipated a commitment to Israel for sizable 
military hardware. I can’t indicate to you whether they 
knew the precise weapons or not but they knew, of course, 
that we were going to make a substantial commitment in 
weapons to Israel. 


Vice PrRESMENT ROCKEFELLER 


Q. Mr. President, in recent weeks you have been say- 
ing some especially nice things about Vice President 
Rockefeller. You said you don’t dump a good teammate, 
and you have endorsed his performance as Vice President, 
but yet you have always backed away from giving a flat 
endorsement of him as your running mate in 1976. Why 
won’t you do that? 

Tue PresiwentT. I don’t think that is the tradition at 
this early stage of a Presidential convention and Presi- 
dential race. There is no need of my reiterating the many 
nice things I have said about him because he knows how 
I feel about him. 

Everybody, I think, who has read or heard knows pre- 
cisely how I feel about the fine job he has done. And he 
and I are in no disagreement on the comments I have 
made or the attitude that I have taken. So, I think the 
record should just stand where it is. 


PRESIDENTIAL TRAVEL ExPENSES 


Q. Mr. President, regarding the early stage of the 
campaign, there has been some suggestion that you are 
probably deriving an unfair advantage by not having your 
political travel expenses charged against your Presidential 
campaign amount. Do you feel comfortable with this? 

Tue PresipeNT. We have been very, very scrupulous 
in our bookkeeping to make certain that we cannot be 
legitimately criticized. A President has really three func- 
tions: one, being President and attending public affairs or 
civic affairs; he has another responsibility as the head 
of a political party—and in those cases, of course, the 
National Committee, the Republican National Commit- 
tee, assumes the cost—and where I am involved as a 
candidate, the President Ford Committee will pick up 
the tab. 


We are keeping very scrupulous books. We are, of 
course, going to abide by any decision of the Federal 
Election Commission, and I hope they will clarify in the 
very near future any of the problems that might arise. 
But our books are being kept very, very carefully. 

Q. Mr. President, do you expect that decision immi- 
nently, very soon? 

THE PrEsmENT. I wouldn’t want to forecast when they 
are going to make the decision, but the sooner the better, 
I think, so we have a clarification. 


Tue Vice PRESIENT’s CANDIDACY 


Q. Mr. President, Vice President Rockefeller has been 
going around saying that he is not a candidate for the 
Vice Presidency and he is not seeking support. This seems 
to be contrary to what you have specifically recommended, 
that he go and line up delegate support. How do you 
account for this difference if you and Vice President 
Rockefeller see eye to eye? 


THE Preswent. I think it is a difference of degree, 
not of any real substance. Obviously, if he makes appear- 
ances before Republican groups, I am sure he is going to 
have a favorable impact on them. And my impression is 
that he has made a favorable impact on the various 
Republican groups where he has spoken or met with the 
individuals. Now, whether that can be translated into 
getting delegates or not, only time will tell. But the 
difference you alluded to, I think, is one of not great 
substance. 


AGREEMENT WIrH ISRAEL 


Q. Mr. President, in this agreement published in the 
Post today, it refers to the United States viewing with 
particular gravity threats made against Israel, made by a 
world power, and goes on to say that the United States 
would promptly consult with Israel on support or assistance 
that it could lend. Now, does this go forward toward a 
security treaty, or does it not, and, if so, doesn’t it have to 
be taken to the Congress first to be approved? 
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Tue Preswent. That language does not constitute a 
treaty. The words speak for themselves. 


DISCIPLINING OF SUBMARINE COMMANDER 


Q. Mr. President, as an old Navy man 

Tue Presment. Old is right. [Laughter] 

Q. ——do you think the discipline given the com- 
mander of the submarine on which the go-go dancer per- 
formed was perhaps not quite in the tradition of the Navy 
that you knew? [ Laughter] 

Tue Preswent. I think I ought to refer that to the 
Navy where the matter is being, I am sure, thoroughly 
and properly handled under the procedures in the Navy 
code of conduct, or whatever they. 


FiscaL AND MoneETARY POLIcy 


Q. Mr. President, the cost of living keeps going up and 
up and Chairman Burns is now saying once again, as he 
has before, that monetary policy—that is the Fed—just 
can’t carry the burden of trying to curb inflation. Once 
again, it is talking again about an incomes policy, starting 
perhaps with jawboning, voluntary jawboning, and hold- 
ing down wages and prices and perhaps the dressing up 
of the wage and price controls. I know you are against 
wage and price controls, but do you think it is fair for 
Mr. Burns to have to carry this load by himself? 

THE Presivent. I would like to reiterate my firm op- 
position to wage and price controls. I don’t think it is fair 
to put all of the burden in the battle against inflation on 
the shoulders of the Federal Reserve Board. I have re- 
peatedly indicated that Federal fiscal policy was as im- 
portant as monetary policy in the battle against inflation. 
And that is why I have consistently said we had to hold the 
line on Federal spending, and that is precisely why I drew 
that $60 billion deficit line in the Oval Office 3 or 4 
months ago. 

Unfortunately, the Congress hasn’t gotten the message 
because they have not only approved a higher deficit— 
$68.5 billion—but they have already breached their own 
$68.5 billion deficit by roughly $5 billion. So, although I 
feel that Federal fiscal policy is a useful tool in combatting 
inflation, I see very, very little cooperation from the Con- 
gress in a responsible Federal fiscal policy. 

Q. If I might follow up, Mr. President, this very thing 
of the Congress not getting your message or not agreeing 
with it, is the thing that the Nation’s bankers are con- 
cerned about and are talking about at the IMF. And a 
great many of them are saying it is all very well for the 
President to go around saying he will never put on wage 
and price controls and calling for fiscal responsibility, but 
the facts are, the reality is that there isn’t going to be any 
fiscal responsibility, there isn’t going to be any holddown 
sufficient to curb inflation, and that sooner or later you 
are going to have to put in wage and price controls or at 


least some approximation of an incomes policy. Now, 
what is your response to the bankers when they say the 
rhetoric is all very well, but what are we going to do? 

Tue Preswent. I haven’t had any pleas from bankers 
to impose wage and price controls 

Q. An incomes policy? 

THE PRESIDENT. and I haven’t had any recom- 
mendations from any organization, such as bankers, for 
an incomes policy. We do have a wage-price council that 
has on some occasions investigated price increases and, on 
several occasions, have been helpful in trying to get a mod- 
eration of a price increase. But I do not believe on the 
basis of past history of wage and price controls during 
peacetime that they worked. 

I think it is a quick fix that has long-range detrimental 
repercussions. And, therefore, under the current circum- 
stances, I think it would be unwise to even intimate that 
I would favor wage and price controls. I am still opposed 
to them, and I think there are better remedies. 


U.S. Miuirrary Ar To TuRKEY 


Q. Mr. President, does the potential agreement be- 
tween Israel and Egypt with the United States’ partic- 
ipation make your job easier on the Turkish aid matter in 
Congress? Is there a parallel that you can draw, that your 
legislative people can draw for the Congressmen? 

THE Present. I don’t believe there is any neat anal- 
ogy between the two, but the fact that we have made 
headway in the Middle East and achieved it through 
negotiation ought to be helpful in convincing the Congress 
that negotiations in the Turkish aid embargo is the way 
to solve the problem. But there is no direct connection 
between the two problems as such. 

FRANK Cormier (Associated Press). Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

THE PreEsIDENT. One more, and then we will end. 


MARIJUANA 


Q. Do you favor the decriminalization of the private 
use of marijuana? 

Tue Preswent. I do not believe we have sufficient 
evidence at the present time to warrant any recommen- 
dation in that regard. 


Q. Have you read the Shafer Commission report? Your 
predecessor did not. I am wondering if you would 


THE PresiveENnT. I have read summaries of a number 
of studies in this area, and there is no consensus. And, 
therefore, until more information is available, I would 
not make any such recommendation. 

Mr. Cormier. Thank you very much. 

THE Present. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: President Ford’s eighteenth news conference was held at 


11:40 a.m. on Tuesday, September 16, 1975, in the Oval Office 
at the White House. 
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Presidential Clemency Board 


Statement by the President. September 16, 1975 


When I took office 13 months ago, the status of persons 
who had evaded military service or had deserted the 
Armed Forces during the Vietnam conflict remained 
unresolved. In furtherance of our national commitment 
to justice and mercy, I established on September 16, 1974, 
a Program for the Return of Vietnam Era Draft Evaders 
and Military Deserters, because I believed these young 
Americans should have the opportunity to contribute a 
share in the rebuilding of peace among ourselves and with 
all nations. 

As part of this program, I established the Presidential 
Clemency Board to review the cases of evaders and 
deserters who had been convicted of these offenses. In 
addition, other parts of the program were administered 
by the Department of Justice and by the Department of 
Defense. 

The Clemency Board, under the chairmanship of 
Charles E. Goodell, has considered approximately 15,500 
applications on a case-by-case basis for the purpose of 
making recommendations to me. As I had intended, the 
Board gave careful attention to each individual case and 
did not simply recommend blanket amnesty for whole 
categories of applicants. The Board has worked diligently 
to fulfill its very important assignment. 

Now that the Presidential Clemency Board has com- 
pleted its consideration of all its cases, I have signed an 
Executive order terminating operations of the Board and 
transferring to the Attorney General whatever adminis- 
trative duties may remain to be completed. 

I want to thank the members of the Board for their 
personal contribution and hard work. As a result of their 
efforts, many deserving young Americans will have been 
helped to achieve full reentry into their respective com- 
munities. 

NOTE: The President met with members of the Presidential Clem- 
ency Board at the White House on Tuesday, September 16. 
For the text of Executive Order 11878, see page 1019 of this 


issue. 


Air Force Association 


The President’s Remarks to the Association’s 
Convention. September 16,1975 


Members of Congress, members of the Air Force Associa- 
tion, and your guests: 

Let me first thank Joe and all of you for making an ex- 
Navy—l(laughter]|—a life member of the Air Force 
Association. That is really stretching things, to be that 
kind and thoughtful, and I am very appreciative. 

I also am grateful for the opportunity to spend some 
time here and shake hands with some people I haven’t met, 


get acquainted with those that are here, and to renew some 
acquaintances with those that I have known for a good 
many years. 

I am most appreciative of the actions that have been 
taken by the Air Force Association, not because I am a 
member, because I guess I haven’t gotten any voting 
privileges. [Laughter] But, nevertheless, I read with inter- 
est and admiration what the Air Force Association has 
done in some of the resolutions that you have passed, some 
of the recommendations that you have made. 


We have a tough job. We must be strong enough, and 
we will be strong enough, to make certain that the United 
States is second to none, period. Of course, that is, in my 
opinion, the best way to ensure that we keep the peace 
now and in the future. 

We have some current problems, and we have some 
long-range ones. We have the current problem which this 
Association, or the executive group, or whatever this 
distinguished group is called—[laughter]|—you have 
taken some very forthright and, I think, commendable 
action in adopting a resolution urging the Congress to 
remove the arms embargo limitation as far as Turkey is 
concerned, and I applaud your support. 

All of you know the reasons why that was done. If we 
don’t do it, we are going to weaken NATO. If we don’t 
do it, we are going to very seriously injure our intelligence- 
gathering capability. If we don’t do it, we will have no 
influence in trying to get an equitable settlement in 
Cyprus. So, I thank you, and I congratulate you for this 
help. 

Secondly, the fact that the United States was strong and 
that it is our intention to remain strong gave us a very 
important opportunity to participate in keeping the mo- 
mentum going for negotiations as far as the Middle East 
is concerned. Not that we actually negotiated the settle- 
ment, because the parties themselves did that, but the fact 
that the United States was respected, the fact that the 
United States had a major role in international affairs, 
gave us an opportunity to be a helpful participant in the 
negotiations between Egypt and Israel. 

Now I have scanned the other recommendations or ac- 
tions taken by the Air Force Association, by all of you 
here. They are helpful. I would be less than honest if I 
didn’t say that we are having trouble in the Congress in 
getting enough money to keep us as strong as we ought 
to be. 

I, of course, seldom like to get in confrontations with my 
former colleagues—{l/aughter|—but after spending 12 
years on the defense subcommittee on appropriations, I 
have some background on military weaponry, programs, 
policies, et cetera. I think without any question of a doubt, 
the actions that have been taken by the Congress so far 
are not good, and we ought to do something about it. 

If you can grab some of your good friends around 
here—and I see a couple of good potential victims— 
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[laughter|—whisper in their ears and bolster their deter- 
mination, because we cannot afford to be number two. If 
we don’t adequately authorize and appropriate for the 
Defense Department, we will be. 

We have a crunch coming in the very near future, as 
far as being able to convince the Soviet Union that we are 
negotiating from strength, if the Congress doesn’t give us 
enough money to have adequate Army, Navy, Air Force, 
and Marine programs. It is just that black and white. 

We have to be strong enough to convince them that 
it is in our mutual interest to have a SALT Two agree- 
ment. Now, if we are unsuccessful in this negotiation, then 
I will, under my oath of office, have to request that the 
Congress appropriate substantially more funds. 

I would prefer having enough to have a mutually agree- 
able SALT Two, but I have to be very honest and very 
frank with you that so far we need more help in the Con- 
gress even for a SALT Two agreement, and we will need 
a lot more help in the Congress if we don’t get a SALT 
Two agreement because under no circumstances, as far 
as I am concerned, are we going to be number two, and I 
simply conclude with this observation and comment. 

It is organizations and people like yourselves that make 
my job much easier. I know in the past Presidents have 
called upon all of you or your predecessors to do the same. 
They have thanked you, and I am grateful for your help 
and assistance. 

We have some tough days ahead, but as I look down the 
road and look over the horizon, it is my judgment that 
America, both at home and abroad, has a great oppor- 
tunity to have better and better and better days, and all 
of us will benefit, and your help will be significantly bene- 
ficial in achieving that result. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:31 p.m. at the Sheraton Park 


Hotel. As printed above, this item follows the text of the remarks 
made available by the White House Press Office. 


Secretary of Commerce 


Executive Order 11879. September 17, 1975 


DELEGATING TO THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FuUNC- 
TIONS RELATING TO ORDERS FOR THE PROVISION OF 
CHEMICALS OR SUBSTANCES NECESSARY FOR TREAT- 
MENT OF WATER 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 1441 
of the Public Health Service Act, as amended by the Safe 
Drinking Water Act (88 Stat. 1680, 42 U.S.C. 300j), 
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and as President of the United States, the Secretary of 
Commerce is hereby delegated, with power to redelegate 
to agencies, officers and employees of the Government, 
the functions of the President contained in said section 
1441. Those functions shall be administered under regu- 
lations or agreements which are identical or compatible 
with other regulations and agreements, including those 
provided pursuant to Executive Order No. 10480, as 
amended, for the allocation of similar chemicals or sub- 
stances. 
GerRALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
September 17, 1975. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:15 p.m, 
September 17, 1975] 


National Advisory Council on 
Extension and Continuing 
Education 


Announcement of Appointment of Four Members of the 


Council. September 17, 1975 


The President today announced the appointment of 
four persons as members of the National Advisory Coun- 
cil on Extension and Continuing Education for terms ex- 
piring June 30, 1978. They are: 


Tuomas ARANDA, Jr., of Phoenix, Ariz., senior partner in the law 
firm of DePrima, Aranda and deLeon in Phoenix, Ariz. He suc- 
ceeds Byron Fullerton, whose term has expired. 

ALLEN COMMANDER, of Houston, Tex., vice president for public 
affairs, University of Houston System. He succeeds Robert Ray, 
whose term has expired. 

DantEt E. Marvin, Jr., of Richmond, Va., director, State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia. He succeeds Nicholas A. Panu- 
zio, whose term has expired. 

PaMELA Rocers, of Manning, S.C., law student, Washington and 
Lee University, Lexington, Va. She succeeds Julius Mastro, 
whose term has expired. 


The Council was established by Public Law 89-329 of 
November 8, 1965, and its membership consists of 12 
members appointed by the President and one representa- 
tive from each of the following: Departments of Agricul- 
ture, Commerce, Defense, Labor, Interior, State, Hous- 
ing and Urban Development, Justice, and Small Business 
Administration. 

The Council advises the Commissioner of Education 
on the preparation of general regulations and policies to 
eliminate duplication of continuing education programs. 
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National Advisory Council 
on Adult Education 


Announcement of Appointment of Five Members of 


the Council. September 18, 1975 


The President today announced the appointment of 
five persons as members of the National Advisory Coun- 
cil on Adult Education. They are: 

Cuar.tes P. Puxsta, of Claremont, N.H., manager of training, 
Jones and Lamson division of Waterbury Farrel (Textron Co.), 
and mayor of Claremont, N.H. This is for a term held by Norbert 
J. Hruby expiring July 10, 1976. 

Donatp G. Butcuer, of Big Rapids, Mich., dean, School of Gen- 
eral Education, Ferris State College. This is for a term expiring 
July 10, 1978. He succeeds Harold Spears, whose term expired. 

Aton C. Crews, of Charleston, S.C., superintendent, Charleston 
County Public Schools, Charleston, $.C. This is for a term ex- 
piring July 10, 1978. He succeeds Alfredo N. Saenz, whose 
term expired. 

Kyo R. Juin, of Huntsville, Ala., executive director, Top of Ala- 
bama Regional Education Service Agency. This is for a term 
expiring July 10, 1978. He succeeds Roberta Church, whose 
term has expired. 

Eucene L. Mapeira, of Lancaster, Pa., director, adult basic edu- 
cation, School District of Lancaster, Pa. This is for a term 
expiring July 10, 1978. He succeeds Kong Lee, whose term has 
expired. 

The Council consists of 15 members appointed by the 
President for terms of 3 years. 

The Council shall advise the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation in the preparation of general regulations and with 
respect to policy matters arising in the administration of 
adult education, including policies and procedures gov- 
erning the approval of State plans and policies to elim- 
inate duplication, and to effectuate the coordination of 
programs offering adult education activities and services. 


National Medal of Science 


The President’s Remarks at the Presentation 
Ceremony in the East Room. September 18, 1975 


Dr. Stever, distinguished award recipients, Members of 
Congress, ladies and gentlemen: 

The world was very late in recognizing that men and 
women of science and technology are the true movers 
and shakers of human events. Our Founding Fathers 
drew up a Constitution that gave the Congress the 
powers to promote the progress of science and the useful 
arts. 

Although a great deal of Federal support flowed from 
that mandate in the Constitution, it was not until 1959 
that the National Medal of Science was created to honor 
those who have distinguished themselves in this important 
field. 

Since 1962, 89 distinguished scientists and engineers 
have been awarded this medal. It is our proud and 


honored privilege today to honor 13 more outstanding 
men of science and engineering with this distinguished 
award, 

These awards, the Nation’s highest honor to its men 
and women of science and engineering, are of particular 
significance as we approach this Bicentennial year. As 
we look back over 200 years of the Nation’s history, we 
see the profound influence science and technology have 
had on our Nation’s development. We owe a great debt 
to science and to all the men and women who have 
carried on the scientific enterprise of this country. 

Beyond this, the whole spirit of science-—one that urges 
us here in the United States to innovate, to explore the 
unknown, to answer the unanswered—is the true spirit 
of America. 

Today, more than ever, we need to maintain, to nourish 
that spirit and to do it in every facet of our national life. 

The 13 men whom we are privileged to honor today 
have contributed to the spectrum of scientific advances in 
many, many ways. Their work in the physical and biolog- 
ical sciences and in mathematics and engineering has 
touched and enriched the lives of all of us. 

Wide-ranging Federal support of scientific research 
and technology became a national policy after World War 
II. Since then, support has grown both in dollars and the 
percentage of the Nation’s total effort. In the coming year, 
this amount and percentage will again grow. Total Fed- 
eral funds for civilian research and development will rise 
to over $7.3 billion, an increase of 12 percent over 1975. 


Throughout all the years of Federal support for re- 
search, there has been a continued debate over the issue 
of what fields of inquiry should have priority. As the Na- 
tion’s needs have changed, the priorities have changed, 
which is as it should be and is as it will be. 

In recent years, Federal research and development sup- 
port has been particularly responsive in the fields of en- 
ergy and environmental conservation. From 1969 to 1976, 
energy research and development has grown at an average 
annual rate of more than 21 percent; environmental sup- 
port has grown at a rate of 17 percent. 

Nonetheless, the Nation’s commitment to that most 
fundamental of all inquires—basic research—has not 
diminished. We recognize that it is such research that 
forms the base upon which all understanding in all fields 
of human inquiry must build. That is why we will increase 
basic research funding in 1976 by 11 percent. 

It is impossible to measure accurately the benefits of our 
research efforts to the Nation and to the world. We do 
know, however, that our achievements will be far-reach- 
ing and profound. We can be absolutely certain that new 
products and improved productivity will flow from them. 

Our Nation’s future and that of the world depends on 
the creativity and the genius of men and women such as 
these we honor today. 
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For your contributions, gentlemen, for what you have 
given to our country, to science and, to humanity, we 
thank you all. We are grateful,-and we are proud to honor 
you today. 

It is now my pleasure to call upon Dr. Guy Stever, 
Director of the National Science Foundation, to read the 
citations for each awardee. 


Guy, will you come forward, please? 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. Following his remarks, 
H. Guyford Stever, Director of the National Science Foundation, 
read the citations, the texts of which follow. Saunders MacLane 
accepted the medal on behalf of Kurt Godel who was too ill to 
attend the ceremony, and Mrs. Nicolaas Bloembergen accepted the 
medal on behalf of her husband who was in the People’s Republic 
of China. 


RECIPIENTS OF THE NATIONAL MEDAL OF SCIENCE FoR 1974 


Biological Sciences 


Britton Cuance—For his contributions to our knowledge of cellu- 
lar and subcellular physiology made through work on enzyme- 
substrate complexes, on the kinetics of enzyme action, and on 
the mechanism and control of membrane-bound electron 
transfer during cellular respiration. 

Erwin Cuarcarr—For fundamental chemical and biological studies 
establishing the basis for modern concepts of the mechanisms 
of protein synthesis and the genetic role of nucleic acids. 

James Van Gunpia Neet—For pioneering achievements in creat- 
ing the science of human genetics and discovering the genetic 
basis of several human diseases. 

James AvucustinE SHANNON—For outstanding leadership in bio- 
medical research following an earlier career in distinguished 
laboratory investigation of kidney function and antimalarial 
drugs. 

Engineering Sciences 


Rupo.tF Komprner—For his invention of the traveling-wave tube 
and for major contributions to communication satellites and 
to optical communications. 

Ratpu Brazetton Pecx—For his development of the science and 
art of subsurface engineering, combining the contributions of 
the sciences of geology and soil mechanics with the practical art 
of foundation design. 

Ase, Wo_tmMAn—For significant improvements in the environment 
and in the health and prosperity of large populations through 
the development of better water supply and wastewater systems 
for cities, regions, and entire nations. 


Mathematical Sciences 


Kurt Goper—For laying the foundation for today’s flourishing 
study of mathematical logic. 


Physical Sciences 


NicoLaAs BLOEMBERGEN—For pioneering applications of magnetic 
resonance to the study of condensed matter and for subsequent 
scientific investigations and inventions concerning the interac- 
tion of matter with coherent radiation. 

Pau, Joun Ftory—For his outstanding contributions to our under- 
standing of the modes of formation and structure of polymeric 
substances. 

Wiiuiam ALFRED FowLer—For his scientific contributions to 
nuclear physics and astrophysics, which permitted him to span 
both disciplines to unravel the nuclear processes that control 
the evolution of stars. 

Linus Cart Pautinc—For the extraordinary scope and power of 
his imagination, which has lead to basic contributions in 
such diverse fields as structural chemistry and the nature of 


chemical bonding, molecular biology, immunology, and the 
nature of genetic diseases. 

KENNETH SANBORN PitzEr—For his pioneering application of statis- 
tical thermodynamics and spectroscopy to our understanding 
of the properties of organic and inorganic materials. 


Department of Transportation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Hamilton Herman To Be Assistant Secretary for 
Systems Development and Technology. 
September 18, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Hamilton Herman, of New Canaan, Conn., to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Transportation (Systems De- 
velopment and Technology). He will succeed Robert H. 
Cannon, Jr., who resigned effective August 7, 1974. 

Since 1972, Mr. Herman has been a self-employed 
senior industrial consultant. From 1967 to 1972, he was 
senior vice president for development with the American 
Can Co. During 1967 he was president of industrial divi- 
sions for North American Rockwell. In 1955 he joined 
AMF, Inc., as vice president for commercial development 
and became corporate vice president and director of re- 
search and development in 1957, serving until 1967. 
From 1953 to 1955, he was assistant to the president of 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He became man- 
ager of MIT in the Instrumentation Laboratory Flight 
Facility from 1948 to 1953. 

Mr. Herman was born on January 15, 1916, in Chi- 
cago, Ill., and received his A.B. degree in 1938 from 
Williams College. He attended Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology in 1940 and received his B.S. and M.S. 
degrees in 1943. He became a flight test engineer for 
the Douglas Aircraft Co. in 1943 and joined Flight 
Engineering, Inc., as manager in 1946. 

Mr. Herman is married to the former Martha Schuler, 
and they have one daughter. They reside in New Canaan, 
Conn. 


National Commission on the 
Observance of International 
Women’s Year, 1975 


Announcement of Appointment of Mary Louise Smith 
as a Member of the Commission. 
September. 18, 1975 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Mary Louise Smith, of Des Moines, Iowa, as a member 
of the National Commission on the Observance of Inter- 
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national Women’s Year, 1975. She succeeds Barbara 
Walters, who resigned effective July 18, 1975. 

Mrs. Smith is the chairman of the Republican National 
Committee. 

The Commission was established by Executive Order 
No. 11832 of January 9, 1975, and consists of not more 
than 35 members appointed by the President from among 
citizens in private life. In addition, the President of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
were invited to designate two Members of each House to 
serve on the Commission. 

The purpose of the Commission is to promote the na- 
tional observation in the United States of International 
Women’s Year, 1975. 


The Commission shall conclude its work by the end of 
the year 1975 and make a report to the President within 
30 days thereafter. The Commission shall then be 
terminated. 


Federal Maritime Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Karl E. 
Bakke To Be a Member and Chairman of the 
Commission. September 19, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Karl E. Bakke, of Falls Church, Va., to be a Federal 
Maritime Commissioner for the term expiring June 30, 
1980. He will succeed Helen Delich Bentley, whose term 
has expired. Upon confirmation by the Senate, the Presi- 
dent will designate Mr. Bakke as Chairman of the 
Commission. 

Since August 9, 1973, Mr. Bakke has served as General 
Counsel of the Department of Commerce and has been 
with the Commerce Department since 1968. From 1971 
to 1973, he was Deputy General Counsel; from 1970 to 
1971, he was Chief Counsel of the Office of Direct Foreign 
Investments and had been Deputy Chief Counsel of the 
Office of Direct Foreign Investments from 1969 to 1970. 

Mr. Bakke joined the Government in 1960 as an 
attorney-adviser in the Office of the General Counsel of 
the United States Tariff Commission. In 1962 he became 
a Senior Attorney with the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System, and in 1964 he was named Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Federal Reserve Board. 

Mr. Bakke was born on July 3, 1930, in New Haven, 
Conn. He received his B.A. with honors, from Yale Uni- 
versity in 1951 and his J.D. in 1957 from Georgetown 
University, where he was editor of the Georgetown Law 
Review. From 1951 to 1957, Mr. Bakke held various staff 
positions with the C & P Telephone Co., in Washington, 
D.C., and from 1957 to 1960 he was in the private prac- 
tice of law in Washington. 


He is married to the former Anne-Rosseau Holbein of 
Bronxville, N.Y. They have four children and reside in 
Falls Church, Va. 


Disaster Assistance for Puerto Rico 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following High 
Winds, Heavy Rains, and Flooding Associated With 
Tropical Storm Eloise. September 19, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as a result of high winds, 
heavy rains, and flooding associated with Tropical Storm 
Eloise, beginning about September 13, which caused 
extensive public, private, and agricultural property dam- 
age. The President’s action will permit the use of Federal 
funds in relief and recovery efforts in designated areas 
of the Commonwealth. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist primarily of temporary housing, disaster 
unemployment assistance payments to those who lost 
their jobs as a result of the storms and floods, debris 
removal, and the repair or restoration of damaged or 
destroyed streets, roads, bridges, and public facilities and 
utilities. Low-interest-rate disaster loans will be made 
available by the Small Business Administration, and 
emergency loan assistance will be made available by the 
Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Puerto Rico will be coordi- 
nated by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. 
Dunne will designate the specific areas within the Com- 
monwealth eligible for Federal assistance, based upon 
Federal and Commonwealth damage assessments. 

Mr. Thomas R. Casey, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region 
II, will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer 
to work with the Commonwealth in providing Federal 
disaster assistance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, 
Public Law 93-288. 


Export-Import Bank of 
the United States 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and 
William J. Casey Upon Mr. Casey’s Resignation as 
President and Chairman of the Bank. 

September 19, 1975 


September 19, 1975 
Dear Bill: 
I have your letter of September 13, and it is with deep- 
est regret that I accept your resignation as President of 
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the Export-Import Bank of the United States, effective on 
a date to be determined. 

While I fully understand the personal considerations 
which have prompted your decision, I want you to know, 
as I indicated in our conversation last week, that I would 
much prefer to have you remain as Bank President. You 
have been an outstanding member of our team and, need- 
less to say, we will greatly miss your loyal, dedicated 
services. 

For nearly five years, as Under Secretary of State for 
Economic Affairs and now as President and Chairman 
of the Export-Import Bank, you have brought to your 
responsibilities a valuable combination of exceptional eco- 
nomic skills and sound political judgment. I am, of course, 
particularly grateful for your assistance and counsel during 
the past thirteen months and hope you will always look 
back on this period of public service with personal pride 
and satisfaction in the contributions you have made to the 
well-being of our Nation. 

As you return now to private life, Betty joins me in 
extending to Sophia and you our warmest good wishes for 
every success and happiness in the years ahead. 

Sincerely, 
Jerry Forp 
[The Honorable William J. Casey, President of the Export-Import 
Bank of the United States, Washington, D.C. 20571] 


September 13, 1975 
Dear Mr. President: 

This will confirm the request I made, in our discussion 
earlier this week, that I be relieved of my duties as 
Chairman of the Export-Import Bank at your earliest 
convenience. 

I made this request with great regret. It has been a high 
honor and great privilege for me to serve in your Adminis- 
tration. As you know, J have a deep interest in what you 
are seeking to achieve for our country and great admira- 
tion for what you are doing. I will always remain eager 
to assist you in any way you wish. 

I greatly appreciate your understanding of my feeling 
that I should give some attention at this time to business 
and financial interests which I have been away from for 
almost five years. 

Respectfully yours, 
WituiaM J. Casey 
[The President, The White House, Washington, D.C.] 


Securities and Exchange Commission 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and 
Ray Garrett, Jr., Upon Mr. Garrett’s Resignation as 
Chairman and Member of the Commission. 
September 19, 1975 


September 19, 1975 
Dear Ray: 


I have your letter of September 17, and it is with deep- 
est regret that I accept your resignation as Chairman and 
Member of the Securities and Exchange Commission, 
effective on a date to be determined. In doing so, I want 
you to know that I fully understand the personal con- 
cerns which have prompted your decision at this time. 


For more than two years, you have fulfilled your chal- 
lenging responsibilities with exceptional energy and skill. 
The valuable experience and keen judgment which you 
brought to the Chairmanship have enabled you to make 
an outstanding contribution to the work of the Commis- 
sion, and more importantly, to the improved well-being 
of all Americans. 

Under your direction, new luster has been added to 
the Commission’s already fine reputation for effectiveness, 
fairness and integrity. It is a record of achievement in 
which you can take a large measure of personal satisfac- 
tion and which has earned my lasting respect and 
gratitude. 


Now as you prepare to return to the private sector, I 
hope you will always look back with pride on the service 
you have rendered our Nation. You may be sure you take 
with you my heartfelt good wishes for every future success 
and happiness. 

Sincerely, 
Jerry Forp 


[The Honorable Ray Garrett, Jr., Chairman, Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, Washington, D.C., 20549] 


September 17, 1975 
Dear Mr. President: 

I hereby submit my resignation as Chairman and a 
member of the Securities and Exchange Commission as 
of November 30, 1975, or such earlier date as may suit 
your convenience. 
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It is difficult to know when it is the right time to return 
to private life. Given the pride and affection with which 
I view the Commission, any time would be difficult. How- 
ever, in various areas of our responsibilities we have 
achieved postures where a break seems less disruptive to 
the Commission’s work than might otherwise be the case. 
Since I cannot remain indefinitely, this seems to be as 
good a time as any to plan my departure. 

It has been a privilege to be associated with your Ad- 
ministration, which has given strong support to the ac- 
tions and policies of this Commission, and I extend my 
best wishes for continued success in your own endeavors. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ray GarreTT, JR. 
Chairman 


[The President, The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500] 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not in- 
cluded since they appear in the list of nominations sub- 
mitted to the Senate, below. 


September 13 


In Dallas, Tex., the President attended a Republican 
fundraising luncheon at the home of Trammell Crow. 

During his visit to Southern Methodist University, the 
President toured the Bob Hope Theater. 

The White House announced that, at the request of the 
President, Vice President Rockefeller would lead the of- 
ficial delegation to opening ceremonies in London of the 
United States Bicentennial Exhibition, ““The World of 
Franklin and Jefferson.” The exhibition opened at the 
British Museum on September 15. 


September 15 


Members of the Executive Committee of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation met with the President at the 
White House to discuss grain sales to the Soviet Union. 


The President announced the appointment of William 
Gilmer Bray, of Martinsville, Ind., as a member of the 
American Battle Monuments Commission. 

The President announced the appointment of Donald 
B. Siniff, of Marine-on-St. Croix, Minn., as a member of 
the Marine Mammal Commission for a term expiring 
May 13, 1978. 


September 16 

The White House announced the appointment 
of Thomas G. Loeffler as Special Assistant for Legislative 
Affairs with the House of Representatives. 

A group of United States Secret Service agents who are 
being reassigned met with the President in the Oval Office 
for farewell calls. 


September 17 


The President met with the Cabinet at the White 
House. Topics discussed included: grain sales to the So- 
viet Union, New York City’s financial situation, a report 
on school openings, energy, and economic matters. 

The President met with his Labor-Management Com- 
mittee to solicit the Committee’s recommendations on 
policies to encourage creation of more jobs. 

The President met with the National Security Council. 

The President announced the appointment of Harold 
R. Tyler, Jr., Deputy Attorney General, as a member of 
the Council of the Administrative Conference of the 
United States for a term of 3 years. The President also 
designated Mr. Tyler as Vice Chairman of the Council. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Amold 
C. Sternberg as a Federal Commissioner on the Interstate 
Commission on the Potomac River Basin. 

In the Rose Garden, the President greeted members of 
the President’s Commission on Personnel Interchange and 


participants in the Executive Interchange Program for 
1975. 


September 18 


The Economic Policy Board met with the President at 
the White House. 

Margaret Thatcher, Conservative Party leader of Great 
Britain, met with the President. 

Prince Saud bin Faisal, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Saudi Arabia, met with the President. 

Soviet Foreign Minister A. A. Gromyko met with the 
President. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released September 12, 1975 

Advance text: remarks to the National Bap- 
tist Convention in St. Louis, Mo. 

Advance text: remarks to the White House 
Conference on Domestic and Economic Af- 
fairs in St. Louis, Mo. 


Released September 13, 1975 

Advance text: remarks at Southern Method- 
ist University in Dallas, Tex. 

Advance text: remarks at the dedication of 
the Permian Basin Petroleum Museum in 
Midland, Tex. 


Released September 15, 1975 


News conference: on the President’s meeting 
with the Executive Committee of the 
American Farm Bureau Federation to dis- 
cuss grain sales to the Soviet Union—by 
Earl L. Butz, Secretary of Agriculture, and 
William J. Kuhfuss, president, American 
Farm Bureau Federation 

Fact sheet: on the Presidential Clemency 
Board transition 


Released September 16, 1975 


Biographical data: Thomas G. Loeffler, Spe- 
cial Assistant for Legislative Affairs 


Released September 18, 1975 


Fact sheet: on the 1974 recipients of the 
National Medal of Science 

News conference: on his meeting with the 
President—by A. A. Gromyko, Foreign Min- 
ister of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted September 15, 1975 


CREIGHTON HOLDEN, of Michigan, to be As- 
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Tourism, 
vice C. Langhorne Washburn, resigned. 


Submitted September 17, 1975 


The following-named persons to be the 
Representative and Alternate Representa- 
tives of the United States of America to the 
Nineteenth Session of the General Confer- 
ence of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency: 


To be Representative: 
ROBERT C. SEAMANS, JR., of Massachusetts 


To be Alternate Representatives: 
RicHarD T. KENNEDY, of the District of 
Columbia 
Myron B. Kratzer, of the District of 
Columbia 
Marcus A. RowDEN, of Maryland 
NELSON F. SIEVERING, JR., of Maryland 
GERALD F. Tape, of Maryland 


Submitted September 19, 1975 

EUGENE E. Sizer, Jr., of Kentucky, to be 
United States District Judge for the East- 
ern and Western Districts of Kentucky, 
vice Mac Swinford, deceased. 

HAMILTON HERMAN, of Connecticut, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Transportation, 
vice Robert H. Cannon, Jr., resigned. 

Karu E. BAKKE, of Virginia, to be a Federal 
Maritime Commissioner for the term ex- 
piring June 30, 1980, vice Helen Delich 
Bentley, resigned. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left Washington on Friday afternoon, 
September 19, for a trip to Oklahoma and California. 
Releases issued subsequent to his departure from Wash- 
ington will be printed next week. 
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